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TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  EXAMINER. 

Sir — The  first  blow  in  a  battle<  ami 
the  last  word  in  an  argument,  are,  I  have 
been  told,  of  wonderful  avail.  The  first 
1  shall  not  seek,  and  freely  leave  the  other 
with  the  editor  of  the  Evening  Post  ;  as¬ 
suring  him  that  I  am  not  out  of  humour, 
•r,'  tcf  use  his  own  term,  ntUlcd  at  any 
thing  he  said  before,  or  any  thing  he  has 
now  said.  The  world  is  wide  enough  for 
us  both.  Neither  the  insinuation  con¬ 
veyed  by  describing  the  mereJiants  of  St. 
John's  as  my  clients,  nor  his  sensibility  at 
what  he  has  thought  fit  to  call  the  haugh¬ 
ty  demeanor  of  offended  iiride,  do  in  any 
wise  ruffle  my  temjier.  If  he  is  satisfied 
W'hh  these  things,  anti  others  of  the  same 
sort,  I  shall  not  aiteih;it  to  disturb  his 
com[)lacent  emotions.  Perh.T|>8,  when  he 
finds  lhat  insinuation  in  his  own  jiaper,  he 
will  (lerceive  that  I  had  reason  to  decline 
a  discussion,  on  which  men,  less  liberal 
than  he,  might  ground  a  charge  of  su|i- 
porting  the  British  claims,  or  lowering 
the  to|>sail  of  our  in<le|>eiidence  to  the 
British  flag. 

So,  too,  when  he  puts  me,  ncconling  to 
bis  notion,  at  variance  with  myself,  in 
that  1  assert  what  I  will  not  advocate,  the 
triumph  shall  be  all  his  own ;  and  so 
shall  be  the  advantage,  if  any,  in  adjust¬ 
ing  a  |H>int  of  national  law.  I  think  1 
may  venture  to  form,  and  presume  to 
hold,  an  opinion  on  questions  of  a  public 
nature ;  and  if  there  be,  who  cannot  |ier- 
Ceive  the  difference  between  expressing 
an  opinion  and  making  an  aq'umcnt, 
more  is  the  pity.  I  am  sorry  for  them. 

As  much  at  variance  with  myself  as 


this,  or  any  other  gentleman  may  sup- 
pose  or  choose  to  represent  me,  I  continue 
to  hold  the  opinion  I'  exprest,  notwithr 
standing  what  Mr.  Vattel  has  said  on  that, 
and  on  another  British  claim;  although 
G  rotius  supported  the  same  doctrine  long  . 
before  Vattel,  and  although  Mr.  Hume 
seems  to  favour  their  argument  against  the . 
|iractice  of  his  own  country.  Nay,  sir,. 
1  am  content  that  the  editor  of  the  Even¬ 
ing  Post  believe,  if  he  can,  and  publish, 
if  he  please,  that  I  shrink  from  the  con¬ 
test,  writhing  under  the  weight  of  his  wit,' 
land  say  nothing  more,  because  i  have 
nothing  more  to  say. 

One  thing,  however,  I  must  notice. 
Not  because  it  relates  to  the  question, 
(for  that  I  will  not  discuss.)  but  for  a  rea¬ 
son  purely  personal.  He  says,  “  the  opi¬ 
nion  I  had  advanced,  was,  that  a  right  to 
fish  on  the  Grand  Bank  dul  not  lielong  to 
us,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  in  common 
with  Great-Britain  and  the  rest  of-tl|e 
world,  as  he  had  venlureil,  milhenit  con^ 
suiting  me,  to  believe  and  assert.”  A 
conclusion,  which  1  am  sure  was  not 
meant,  might  unwarily  be  drawn  from 
this  phrase.  Persons,  not  weH  informed, 
might  3up|K)se  the  editor  of  the  Evening 
Post  was  in  the  habit  of  consulting  me. 
Wherefore,  not  wishing  to  be  decked  in 
Imrrowed  plumes,  it  becomes  me  to  say 
that  I  have  not  the  houour  to  be  consulted 
liy  that  gentleman.  I  read  his  |>aper,  like 
the  rest  of  his  subscribers,  and 'frequently 
meet  with  editorial,  as  well  as  other  arti¬ 
cles,  of  which  1  approve,  and  which  I 
then  applaud.  Sometimes,  and  doubtless 
tl^e  misfortune  is  mine,  1  cannot  assent  to 
his  doctrine.  In  such  case  it  would  be 
•niucky  that  I  should  lie  consuIte<{,  for  it 
would  deprive  the  public  of  instruction, 
or,  which  is  more  probable,  expose  my 
imbecility.  Fur  instance :  that  paper 
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hns,  for  many  months,  given  us  the  weight  of  the  wis^t  and  liest  men  of  our  couu- 
of  his  authority  to  expect,  not  only  a  try — against  the  clearest  demonstration 
speedy,  but  an  honourable  peace,  contain-  "’’s  required  by  an  attention  to 

ing,  among  other  things,  to  soothe  the  interest  ag^st  the  avowed 

r  .  and  acknowledged  sentiments  of  a  verv 

pni  e  o  our  ailimnistration,  a  reservation  large  majority  of  the  most  populous  and 

to  the  parlies  of  their  respective  rights,  so  military  sections  of  the  United  States, 

as  to  leave  open  the  old  ground  for  a  new  «nd  against  the  obvious  dictates  of  com- 

qnarrel.  It  has  been  my  lot,  sir,  to  form  l)rudence  and  common  sense.  The 

I.  •  ,11  imigress  of  this  disastrous  contest  has 

Uiderent  notions.  It  is,  nevertheless,  mv  !  ^  i  , 

,  .  .  ^  Ijcen  precisely  such  as  was  reasonably  to 

sincere  wish,  that  time  and  experience,  expecteil  from  the  circumstances  uii- 
justifying  what  is  contained  in  the  Even-  dcr  which  it  was  commenced.  It  has 
ing  Post,  may  prove  the  much  ap|)lauded  lamentably  designated  by  the  fulfil- 
measuresof  the  moment,  for  defence,  to  of  every  evil  which  its  opposers 

,  ,  ,  p.  ,  ,  predicted,  and  by  the  complete  disap- 

be  an  useless  waste  of  labour  and  money,  poinj^ent  of  the  hopes  (if  any  sneh  were 

L*o  not  ask  what  my  notions  are.  It  really  indulged)  of  those  vvlio  anticipated 
is  of  no  consequence  to  know  what  passes  any  pri/ic  benefits  to  flow  from  it.  For 
in  the  mind  of  one  estranged  from  the  own  part  I  am  bold  to  say,  and  that 
_ _ not  without  a  considerable  degree  of  re- 


condiict  of  public  atfaii’s,  w  hose  opinions 


flection  and  research,  that  the  history  of 


are  of  suen  little  estimation,  that  while  civilized  nation  under  the  canopy  of 
you  have  the  goodness,  Mr.  Examiner,  heaven,  affords  a  precedent  which  assimi- 
to  give  them  a  place  in  your  paper,  you  kites  with  the  folly  and  madness  with 
feel  it  a  duty  to  declare  your  dissent.  1  o”*"  military  affairs  arc  conducted. 

r  ,  .  ,r  *,1  In  open  hostilities  commenced  m  our 

must,  therefore,  even  content  myself  with  _ • 

f  own  time,  and  by  our  own  act,  against 

the  consolation  of  other  dull  w  riters,  and  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  Eu- 
aiqtcal  to  time  for  the  truth  of  my  reflec-  rope,  which  exclusively  commands  the 
tioiis,  w  hile  remaining  on  the  stage  of  high  seas  w  ith  more  than  a  thousand  ships 
life  a  mere  OBSERVER.  war,  with  our  exposwl  seaboard  of 

about  two  thousand  miles  in  extent,  easily 
accessible,  containing  a  population  per- 
EXTRACTS  haps  of  two  million  of  our  most  conimer- 

Froin  lh(  address  delivered  on  the  Ath  of  Ju-  People,  inhabiting  more  than  five 
ly,  1814,  btforc  the  convention  of  the  hundred  rich  towns,  with  very  incompe- 
friinds  of  peace  of  NcwJerscy,  hy  fortifications,  a  brave  and  thinly  scat- 

T.  e™.  lered  militia,  but  totally  inexperienced  in 

Leciua  Horatio  Stockton,  Esq.  ..  ,  r  i  i  t 

the  art  of  war,  and  almost  altogether  u.i- 

White  the  nations  of  Europe  are  re-  provided  with  arms  or  military  munitions, 
joicing  in  that  universal  peace,  w  hich,  do  we  see  our  infatuated  cabinet,  untaught 
overspreading  their  continent,  affords  a  hy  experience,  and  unconvinced  by  proof, 
fair  prospect  of  restoring  for  a  seasou  the  year  after  year,  continually  Iransiiorling 
halcyon  days  of  the  golden  age — While  our  regular  troops  to  the  northern  frontier, 
silting  under  their  own  vines  and  fig-trees,  where  they  arc  occasionally  provoking 
without  any  to  make  tlicm  afraid,  they  the  enemy  by  temporary  incursions  of 
are  pouring  forth  songs  of  praise  to  the  marauding  warfare,  in  which  fire  and 
Cod  of  their  deliverance,  may  I  solicit  sword  is  carried  for  a  season  into  their 
your  indulgence  while  I  contrast  their  colonies,  but  which,  notwithstanding  the 
hn/tjmrss  with  oar  present  situation  ani\  vaunting  threats  of  the  war  men,  the  his- 
prospccts.  And  tliese  in  comparison  tory  of  the  last,  as  well  as  the  present  con- 
wifli  what  they  might  easily  have  licen,  lest,  proves  us  to  be  utterly  incapable  of 
had  wiser  counsels  prevailed  among  our  hohling  by  permanent  conquest, 
rulers,  afford  to  the  patriotic  Americaiu  \  man  of  common  sense,  or  indeed 
the  most  painful  and  humiliating  coiiside-“  one  .who  is  not  bereft  of  his  reason,  can 
rafi'ms.  ^  ^  ^  _  immediately  see,  that  if  the  men  who 

'I'his  iinjiolitic  war^  was  originally  de-  administer  the  affairs  of  this  ill-fated  eoiin- 
e.lared  against  the  united  remonstrances  try  were  intent  on  bringing  the  most  de- 
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Vastaling;  calamities  of  war  npon  those 
Aviiu  inliat>it  the  iinimrtant  parts  of  the 
country  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  foe, 
(I  do  not  say  they  are  so  intent)  they 
could  not  have  ado[)ted  a  plan  to  edect  it 
more  certain  than  tlie  natural  operation  of 
their  favourite  system.  In  consequence 
of  it,  if  we  turn  onr  eyes  to  the  sirTering 
sea  coast,  we  see  a  small  numl>er  of  Bri¬ 
tish  vessels,  with  a  few  hundred  mea, 
spreading  alarm,  burning  and  devast.ition, 
through  the  whole  maritime  districts  of 
New-England,  storming  our  forts,  harass¬ 
ing  or  leading  captive  our  scattered  peo¬ 
ple,  burning  and  plundering  our  ships 
and  other  property,  destroying  all  the 
accustomed  employments  of  the  people, 
by  filling  the  whole  country  with  terror 
and  confusion. 

To  the  south,  we  may  behold  a  few 
ships  of  the  enemy,  sending  their  barges 
with  about  eight  hundred  men,  ranging 
through  the  towns,  plantations  and  ware¬ 
houses  at  their  pleasure,  until  they  ap¬ 
proach  within  a  few  miles  of  our  capital, 
and  finally  destroying  or  bearing  o:rin 
triumph,  to  the  amount  in  value  of  nearly 
a  million  of  dollars,  one  of  the  staple  com¬ 
modities  of  the  country,  from  the  afflicted 
inhabitants,  w  ho  are  crying  in  vain  tog;>- 
Tornment  for  assistance  and  defence.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  men  of  onr  famous  ad¬ 
ministration,  who,  previous  to  their  elec¬ 
tion,  have  so  often  sountled  tlieir  pretend¬ 
ed  love  of  the  people,  arc  folding  their 
hands,  enjoying  the  splendid  luxuries  of 
life  on  their  liberal  salaries,  and  refusing 
to  the  wretched  inhaintants  the  protection 
of  a  single  brigade  of  the  reg  dar  troops 
which  have  been  raised  in  their  own 
neighbourhood,  and  content  themselves 
with  giving  the  watch-word  to  their  tools, 
to  reiterate  the  childish  cbiinour  against 
the  cruel  warfare  of  the  Brilieili,  as  if  it 
were  very  extraonlinary  that  a  certain 
Cause  of  their  own  creation  should  pnxiuce 
its  natural  effect. 

From  the  unpopularity  of  the  war  in  the 
most  [)opu!ous  states,  or  the  peculiar  state 
of  our  society  so  unf  ivourable  to  raising 
an  army  by  voluntary  enlistments,  from 
the  p.acific  habits  of  our  people,  without 
military  discipline  or  experience,  the  t  )- 
tal  want  of  all  previous  preparation  or 
collection  of  military  munitions,  of  all  | 
which  difficulties  onr  cabinet  was  origi- 
#iny  forewarned  in  the  most  <li5tinct 
manner  by  many  of  the  friends  of  peace, 
and  notwithstanding  th"  i»npr'’cedf»nfeti 


■  Iwnnly  of  a  hundred  and  twenty-four 
dollars  to  each  mm,  they  are  unable  to 
raise  more  than  the  m  re^keleton  of  m 
arinv.  Of  that  wretched  aggregate 
which  has  the  name  of  ah  army,  I  am 
authorized  by  an  aiitheiitlc  docu  nent  to 
8  iv,  that  there  were  lately  one  tlrous  ind 
deserters  who  had  escaped,  after  having 
received  the  honniy.  Although  without 
the  a!)ilily  to  concentrate  more  than  seven 
or  eight  thousand  regular  troops  at  any 
one  uoint,  and  prolrahly  at  no  one  fiine 
with  fifleen  thousand  effective  regulars 
really  enlisted,  for  the  srealcr part  of  the 
war,  they  have  had  under  j»ay  a  host  of 
supernumerary  olflcers,  aflequate  to  an  ar¬ 
my  of  more  than  fifty  thousand  in''n,  eating 
out  our  substance,  some  of  whom  in  many 
parts  of  the  country,  are  oppressing  and 
dragooning  our  defenceless  citizens.  T!ie 
few  really  aide  officers  in  our  service, 
they  have  mostly  kept  in  inferior  stations, 
and  the  government  of  our  armies  chieny 
committed  to  a  series  of  unskilful,  cow¬ 
ardly,  treacherous  or  enij^rvated  dotards, 
iroceeding  from  Hull  to  !)e<y!)or:ie,  Win¬ 
chester,  Smythe,  Wilkinson,  Hampton  and 
iM'CIure,  until  having  lost  fitteen  or  twen¬ 
ty  thousand  of  oiir  best  trooas  by  dise.ase, 
caj)tivity  and  the  sword,  sacrificed  army 
after  army,  and  by  the  most  siiameful  pro¬ 
digality  and  favoiirilistn,  by  which  tlieir 
creatures,  to  whom  they  grant  the  public 
contracts,  are  rioting  on  the  public  dis¬ 
tresses,  having  contracted  a  debt  exceed¬ 
ing  one  hundred  million  of  dollars,  lost 
part  of  our  own  territory,  onr  wiiole  New- 
York  frontier  frightfuily  desolatgd,  and 
being  .actually  put  to  ourilefence,  we  have 
not  only  lieeii  reiluced  to  the  utmost’ euh- 
tempt  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  but 
have  even  Ivecome  a  scoff  and  by-word  of 
(he  verj  refugees  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia. 

In  contemolating  these  melancholy 
scenes,  may  1  not  in  the  inspired  lan¬ 
guage  of  that  sacred  bard,  whose.  h!\llow- 
ed  lips  when  touched  with  holy  fire,  so 
mournrully  sung  his  people’s  woes,  ex-* 
claim  “  Remember,0  Lonl,  what  has  come 
upon  us ;  consider  and  hehohl  our  re¬ 
proach;  our  inheritance  is  turae<l  to  stran¬ 
gers,  our  houses  to  .aliens.” 

Nor  are  onr  difficnllies  less  distressing 
I  than  various  and  eonplicated.  The  pub¬ 
lic  exigencies  are  so  enormously  disprb- 
portioned  to  our  financial  resources,  that 
onr  government  is  evidently  at  the  mercy 
of  a  set  of  usurious  stock-jobbers,  who  are 
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fattening  on  the  distresses  of  the  puiilic 
treasury,  to  recruit  which,  frecjuently  so 
empty  as  to  leave  every  public  creditor, 
not  excepting  our  gallant  seamen,  fur 
jnontlis  in  arrear  of  their  dues,  and  by 
vi.ich  they  are  often  prevented  from  en¬ 
listing  men,  loans  are  etfected  on  the  most 
ndnous  terms.  If  these  proceedings  be 
not  siicedily  arrested,  the  nation  can  be 
saved  from  a  state  of  bankrujitcy  only  by 
the  imposition  of  such  monstrous  biirtlens 
on  the  [)eo|)le,  as  mill  fix  a  load  on  us  and 
our  posterity,  which  will  send  many  an  ho- 
I't/'st  man  in  the  nation  sirppcrlcss  to  a  bed 
<f  straw,  and  convert  ourselves  and  our  off¬ 
spring  into  hcn’crs  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water  for"  generations  to  come. 

But  the  government  sycophants  are 
continually  ringing  in  our  ears,  that  not¬ 
withstanding  our  hojtes  have  l)een  blasted 
by  a  very  unfortunate  progress  of  events, 
yet  that  the  war,  l)eing  properly  commen¬ 
ced  on  good  and  sufficient  grounds,  it  is  our 
duty  to  unite  our  exertions  to  bring  it  to  a 
favourite  issue. 

Let  us  spend  a  few  minutes  in  inquir¬ 
ing  into  the  solidity  of  this  pretence.  And 
jiere  we  shall  refresh  our  memory  by  re¬ 
curring  to  that  most  luminous  and  inte¬ 
resting  state  paper  promulgated  by  the  Ho¬ 
nourable  George  Sullivan  and  thirt3'-three 
other  patriotic  meml)ers  of  tlie  minority  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  who  have  im- 
morUliKed  their  celebrateil  names  by  the 
firm,  though  temperate  stand,  which  they 
made  at  that  day  of  threatened  peril  and 
calamity,  which  immediately  succeeded 
the  commencement  of  this  war.  I  take 
the  present  op|)urlunity  of  saj  iiig,  that  in 
my  opinion,  the  people  of  this  country  re¬ 
ceived  more  lienelit  from  that  pmtest  than 
thej'  ever  did  from  any  publication  since 
the  valedictory  address  of  President  Wasli- 
ington.  It  certainly  encouraged,  in  a 
high  degree,  the  commencement  of  a  set 
of  measures  directed  against  the  authors 
of  this  ruinous  war ;  which  op(M)sitiun,  al- 
thougli  prosecuted  under  various  vicissi¬ 
tudes,  will  yet,  I  trust,  be  successful  to 
effect  their  final  overthrow,  than  w  hich  a 
greater  national  benefit  cannot  possibly  oc¬ 
cur.  Let  me,  therefore,  emboily  a  few  im- 
])ortant  facts,  brought  to  my  recollection 
by  a  recent  perusal  of  that  interesting  do¬ 
cument.  The  avowed  pretext  on  which 
this  war  was  commenced,  were  the  orders 
in  council,  illegal  blockades  and  impress¬ 
ment  of  seamen.  Notwihstanding  reli¬ 
ance  on  the  first,  as  tire  principal  cause, 


collateral  to  the  others,  yet  it  srion  appeal¬ 
ed  that  in  reality  it  had  very  little  elBca- 
cy  in  producing  that  disastrous  measure, 
which,  like  tlie  l^ahlwl  box  of  Pandora,  has 
been  ever  since  scattering  ills  through  oiir 
laml.  Theordersiiicouncil,  which,  whellier 
originally  unjustifiable,  or  provoked  by  the 
necessity  of  resisting  the  decree  of  Berlin, 
and  the  notorious  departure  from  neutrali¬ 
ty  between  the  belligerant  powere,  which 
had  marked  the  conduct  of  our  goWrnment 
ami  |»eople,  need  not  now  be  discussed. 
The  fact  is,  that  they  had  been  repealed 
coiitem|)oraneou6ly  with  our  declaring  of 
the  war,  of  which  official  intelligence  was 
afterwards  conveyed  to  our  executive  by 
Admiral  Warren,  who  came  with  the  olive 
branch  of  peace,  and  clothed  with  full 
powers  to  effect  an  armistice  preparatory 
to  negotiation.  This  overture,  which  with 
a  previous  one  made  to  the  same  effect, 
though  so  ailaptcd  to  the  wishes  and  hopes 
of  every  wise  and  good  man,  and  so  i.mpe- 
ratively  required  by  the  true  interests  of 
the  country,  with  an  infatuation  which 
can  never  be  suificiently  deplored,  was  re¬ 
jected  without  hesitation  by  our  adminis¬ 
tration.  The  ostensible  pretext  for  this 
desperate  measure,  was  a  reriisitl  by  Great- 
Britain  to  suspemi,  during  the  negotiation, 
the  practice  af  iin|»ressineiit,  though  it  is 
remarkable  that  no  equal  period  since  the 
pence  of  1783,  had  occurred,  in  which 
(here  were  so  few  well-grounded  com¬ 
plaints  of  this  grievance,  as  in  the  four, 
years  immediately  preceding  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  the  present  war.  It  is  equally 
remarkable,  that  in  the  arrangement  made 
with  the  Britisli  minister,  Erskiue,  in  the 
year  1809,  not  the  least  allusion  is  made 
to  the  sulijcct  of  impressment.  In  reali¬ 
ty,  this  grievance  has  been  always  greatly 
exaggerated  by  interested  partisans,  who 
Itave  inllamed  the  minds  of  our  people  in¬ 
to  a  high  degree  of  irritation,  l>y  the  per¬ 
version  of  facts.  Tlie  truth  is,  that  the 
British  have  ncrer  clnimeel  the  right  to  im¬ 
press  our  scanuH.  This  was  distinctly  ad¬ 
mitted  by  our  government,  when  Presi-, 
dent  Madison,  then  secretary  of  state,  iii 
Ilia  letter  to  Messrs.  Pinkney  and  Mon¬ 
roe,  dated  3d  February,  A.  I).  1807,  uses 
these  expressions :  “  I  take  it  for  granted, 
that  you  have  not  failed  (o  make  due  use 
of  the  arrangement  concerted  by  Mr.  King 
with  Lord  Hawkesburj',  in  the  year  1802, 
for  settliug  the  question  of  impressment. 
Oil  that  occasion,  and  under  that  admini- 
stratiuu,  the  British  principle  was  fairly 


THE  EXAMINER. 


237 


■fuionnced  in  faveur  of  onr  flag;  Lord 
Huwkesbiiry  having  agreeil  to  prohiltit 
impreseinents  on  the  high  seas,  and  Lonl 
St.  Vincent  re(|iiiring  nothing  more  than 
an  exception  of  the  narrow  seas,  an  ex¬ 
ception  resting  on  the  “  alrsolnte  claim  of 
Great-Britain  to  some  peculiar  dominiuii 
over  them.”  From  this  it  appears  tliat  the 
British  government  agreed  to  renounce 
impressment  on  the  iiigh  seas,  in  favour 
of  tile  .American  flag,  and  was  disposed 
to  come  to  an  arrangement  of  the  subject. 
What  then  is  the  right  which  the  British 
Jo  claim  on  this  point?  It  is  distinctly 
this,  to  seize  euul  search  for  their  own  sea- 
mn,  vast  nmnhers  of  whom  sail  under 
false  or  fictitious  American  protections, 
found  on  hoard  our  private  merchant  ships, 
a  right  which  they  claim  and  enforce  on 
every  other  nation,  and  which  tliey  will 
never  surrender  to  any  in  the  universe. 
A  British  minister  who  should  have  the 
hardihooil  to  do  it,  would  be  considered 
as  having  betrayed  the  nation  by  the  con¬ 
cession  of  a  right  essential  to  her  exist 
ence  as  a  maritime  |K>wer,  and  would  pro¬ 
bably  answer  it  with  his  life ;  for  it  has 
been  reserved  for  the  American  people  to 
exhibit  the  singular  spectacle  of  this  de¬ 
lusion  by  whieh  they  have  not  merely 
siiflered  with  patience  the  most  barefaced 
prostration  of  their  national  interests  by 
their  own  agents,  but  of  rewarding  those 
agents  w<ilh  their  confitlence  and  applause. 
President  Madison,  in  his  message  to  con¬ 
gress  in  May  1813,  expressly  denies  that 
Great-Britain  has  any  such  right,  and 
hence  it  is  that  a  late  otficial  paper  pro- 
inulgate<l  30th  April  last,  by  the  lords  of 
the  Britisli  admiralty,  declares  as  to  the 
dispute  with  the  United  States,  that  “thej 
previous  question  now  at  issue,  is  the 
maintenance  of  their  maritime  rights, 
which  are  the  sure  foundations  of  their 
glory.” 

Before  the  insanity  of  the  war  men  had 
pitxluced  the  present  disastrous  contest, 
this  had  ever  lieen  considered  by  Imth  go¬ 
vernments  rather  as  a  subject  of  friendly 
negotiation  than  as  a  cause  of  war,  and  in 
fact  a  safe  and  favourable  accommodation 
did  take  place  in  the  year  1800  between 
them,  by  a  kind  of  treaty  entereil  into 
with  Great-Britain,  by  Messrs.  Monnie 
and  Pinkney  on  our  part.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  would  have  relieved  us  from  the  o(»e- 
ration  of  the  grievances  in  regard  to  im¬ 
pressment  of  which  we  complain.  Mr. 
Monroe,  the  present  secretary  of  state. 


though  he  has  since  been  an  advocate  for 
war  on  the  avowed  groUhd  of  impress¬ 
ment,  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Madison,  on  the  28th  February,  A.  D. 
1 808,  on  the  subject,  uses  these  wonts ; 
“  1  have  on  the  contrary,  always  believ¬ 
ed,  and  still  do  believe,  that  the  ground 
on  which  that  interest  [impressment]  was 
[daced  by  the  paper  of  the  British  com¬ 
missioners,  of  the  8lh  November,  I). 
1806,  and  the  explanation  which  accom¬ 
panied  it,  was  l)oth  honourable  and  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  United  States;  that  it  com 
taiued  a  concession  in  their  favour  on  the 
part  of  Great-Britain,  on  the  great  princi¬ 
ple  in  contestation,  never  before  maile  by 
a  formal  and  obligatory  act  of  their  go¬ 
vernment,  which  was  highly  favourable  to 
our  interest.”  Although  this  man  could 
state  such  ojiinions,  yet  since  his  admis¬ 
sion  into  the  administration  on  certain 
terms,  w'hich  are  said  to  be  a  support  of 
him  on  a  future  choice  of  president,  by 
the  prevailing  party,  we  see  hiin  an  active 
partisan  in  making  a  war  on  the  ground 
of  impressment.  So  pliable  is  the  patri¬ 
otism  of  our  prelenxling  republicans  !  If  it 
be  asked  why  this  favoiir.ible  arrangement 
was  not  consummated  hy  our  government, 
fellow  citizens,  let  it  never  be  forgotten, 
that  it  was  liecause  Mr.  Jefferson,  then 
president  of  the  United  States,  labouring 
under  the  mania  of  believing  the  downfall 
of  Great-Britain  at  hand,  promptly  reject¬ 
ed  it,  without  deigning  to  lay  it  brfore  the 
senate,  his  constitutional  advisers,  and 
possessing  a  co-ordinate  power  in  making 
treaties. 

More  than  two  years  ago,  and  for  two 
months  before  this  contest  commenced, 
every  eye  was  awake,  and  every  ear  oixeii 
to  the  events  which  were  ;>as3ing  at 
Washington  ;  and  especially  for  Hie  last 
four  weeks,  the  measure  so  much  dreaded 
was  canvassed  on  every  occasion  in  pub¬ 
lic  and  private  conversation  among  our 
citizens.  All  the  pretexts  assigned  by 
the  men  of  blood  in  favonr  of  the  awful 
mischief  which  they  meditated,  were  dis-' 
cussed  and  well  understood.  Many  pub¬ 
lic  meetings  in  New-Jersey  were  held,  in 
w  hich  the  (teople  appeared  to  express  an 
universal  sentiment  adverse  to  the  war. 
Not  a  solitary  expression  of  public  opinion 
could  lie  extorted  from  a  man  in  our  state, 
recommending  it.  1  can  seriously  de¬ 
clare,  that  in  various  conversations  which 
I  held  at  that  eventful  crisis,  with  many 
hundreds  of  my  feHpw'  citizens,  including. 
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1  tiiink,  more  than  out*  liuiulred  uf  those  those  constitutional  {mvileges,  whicl^ 
'Mho  pioitsb  a  coatUanCi  ni  the  i.rcseut  consecrated  l>y  the  hlcMd  of  oar  fallit  i'S, 
administraljon,  1  do  not  anuinbir  cm,  the  tVeenien  of  the  United  States  claim  as 
uho  before  tlie  deciaration  of  war,  (UciiUd-  their  must  prt  cions  inlieritance,  “  as  tlie 
1y  adiocatid  that  imoburc.  A  few  of  them  inestiinal/le  palladium  of  their  rights,  and 
toltl  me,  that  tliou^h  they  doubted  its  e\-  which  are  formidable  only  to  tyrants 
pediency,  yet  coiifiihng  in  government,  Who  among  us  is  nut  alive  to  the  remem- 
they  would  uc(|uiesce  in  its  decision,  hrance  of  the  perilous  vicissitudes  of  that 
vhich,  however,  they  seemed  to  ho|.e  reignofterrorinwhichtjieferociouslea- 
'would  nut  lead  to  immediate  hostilities;  clers  of  the  war  party  universally  attemat- 
but  a  large  ni  jorit}  expressed  their  rleci-  ed  to  intimidate  the  friends  of  peace,  from 
iled  opinion  against  it,  and  some  of  them  the  expression  of  their  political  senlU 
declared  in  my  hearing,  that  they  cun-  ments,  tint  in  which  diabolical  attempt 
siJered  the  rumours  attributing  to  our  cabi-  they  were  ha|>|iily,  in  must  of  the  slates, 
net  an  intention  to  declare  war,  as  fatai-  completely  foile<t  /  Who  does  not  8ym,  a- 
c.ited  by  those  w  ho  w  islied  to  destroy  the  Ihize  with  the  helpless  vvidow  ami  distrt  ss- 
fifularity  cj'  tfu  adntuti.'ilraiion.  liul  etl  orphans,  at  the  remembrance  of  those 
mark  the  secpiel.  The  infatuated  dclu-  heart-rending  scenes  in  a  neigbouring  city; 
sion  of  the  war  leaders,  |>reeipitating  the  in  which  their  base  tools  imbrued  tlieir 
passage  of  the  Knbieun,  resort  was  really  wicked  hands  in  the  Idood  of  the  venera- 
made  to  the  desperate  expedient,  and  lo !  hie  and  martyred  Lingun,  while  making 
the  patriots  of  their  ranks,  soon  drilled  t(»  hare  his  war  worn  breast,  and  vainly 
fall  in  with  the  destructive  march,  atrord  pleading  the  merit  of  those  scars  which  in 
to  posterity  another  memorable  proof  that  his  youth  he  received,  while  fighting  the 
vith  too  many,  the  shackles  of  jiarty  can  battles  of  an  ungrateful  country,  on  the 
only  he  unloosed  by  the  hand  of  death,  face  of  which  his  murderers  yet  stalk  at 
AlHiuugh  first  struck  dumb  with  the  as-  large  with  impunity  ?  Sainted  shade  !  ac- 
tonishing  rashness  of  an  act  so  little  ex-  cept  the  tribute  of  our  grateful  tears!  If 
pected,  and  so  unwelcome  to  many  who  civil  liberty  be  not  an  empty  sound,  thy 
feared  the  destruction  of  their  party  would  memory  shall  be  ever  dear  to  the  Ameri- 
ensue,  gradually,  though  for  some  time  can  people,  and  thy  name  decked  with  a 
more  faintly  justifying  it,  they  proceeded,  wreath  of  immortal  renown,  shall  on  the 
until  finally  not  one  in  fifty  of  them  hut  page  of  history  he  enrolled  with  those 
xvhat  became  strenuous  in  its  support.  A  worthies  of  the  world,  who  like  thee  have 
few  honouralde  exceptions,  among  which  died  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  their 
the  names  of  Lambert  ainl  Hufty,  the  lat-  country  ;  with  the  self  devoted  Rcgiiliis, 
ter  of  whom,  from  his  3'oulli  devoted  him-  IMarcus,  Curtius  anil  Uecii  of  ancient 
self  to  the  service  of  his  country,  has  Rome;  with  Moore,  Hampden,  Syilney, 
lately,  we 'trust,  passed  from  works  to  ce-  Russel  and  (Jardiner  of  Great-Rriliiiii ; 
lestial  rewards,  are  conspicuously  pre-  with  M^arren,  Montgomery,  Nash,  Woos- 
emineut.  Rut  another  must  interesting  ter,  IMercer,  Cum|iell,  Laurens,  and  all 
and  im|iortant  source  of  argument,  strong-  that  illustrious  constellation  of  .American 
ly  applies  to  resist  the  idea,  that  the  pro-  martyrs  who  oflered  up  their  precious  lives 
priety  of  this  war  can  he  maintained  on  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  cause  of  truth.  And 
the  intrinsic  merits  of  truth  and  reason;  ye  surviving  worthies  and  co-pat  riots,  wlio 
when  these  fail,  history  shows  that  wick-  shrunk  not  appalled  at  the  sight  of  those 
ei I  men  in  every  age  of  the  world,  have  toils  and  imminent  dangers  which  sar- 
often  resorted  to  slander,  and  outrage,  to  rounded  your  lalmurs  in  the  same  sacred 
ecforce  on  others  an  acquiescence,  by  a  cause,  we  thank  thee,  O  Father  of  mercies! 
81  stem  of  constraint  and  terror.  Can  we  that  by  thy  protecting  jirovidence  brought 
C'cr  forget  that  system  of  menace  and  through  the  fiery  furnace,  their  lives  wire 
niiirderous  violence  which  immediately  miraculously  and  mercifully  preserved 
si.eccedeil  the  declaration  of  the  present  from  the  s'.ivage  attack  of  niirian  brutality, 
war?  of  that  system  of  which  commenc-  and  that  they  still  live  the  safeguard,  the 
ingin  the  f.ilaicalions  of  false  aceiisatiuiis  ornament  and  defence  of  their  country, 
against  our  best  citizens,  aimed  at  the  I  have  attempted  to  show  that  we  ought 
extinction*  of  civil  lilierty,  by  the  ile-  not  lo  stiii|;ort  this  dreailfiil  war,  by  which 
struotion  (if  the  freedom  of  speech  ancUve  have  I'cen  so  much  scourged,  under  a 
of  the  press  ?  Aimed  ut  the  proslratiou  of  i  pretence  that  it  Y^aisniCisivrily  tkclartd  oit 
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just  and  sujjicient  grounds.  I  liavc  endea¬ 
voured  to  prove,  and  1  hope  to  your  satis- 
fuclioD,  that  the  avowed  causes  of  it  mere 
not  and  are  not  suJJiciciU  to  have  warranted 
die  measure  ;  and  have  tried  to  make  it 
plain  from  reasoning  on  the  alleged  |rrc- 
texts  of  its  supporters,  and  from  a  review 
of  many  concomitant  circumstances,  to 
procure  a  conviction  that  it  was  really 
declared  through  some  hidden  motives 
which  have  never  yet  been  avowed  by  its 
authors.  That  they  have,  in  a  very  [)al- 
pable  manner,  either  milfut/i/  or  ignorandy 
tnisa|)prebended  the  interests  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  is  now  too  clear  to  create  a  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  any  reasonable  man.  It  has 
already,  thougli  prelendedly  wagesl  to  se¬ 
cure  free  trade  and  sailors’  rights,  totally 
destroyed  our  immense  commerce,  much 
decreased  the  number  of  our  seamen, 
alarmingly  increased  the  price  of  every 
necessary  of  life,  and  produced  a  great 
addition  of  taxes,  white  it  has  much  dimi¬ 
nished  our  menus  of  paying  them.  It  is 
also  obvious,  that  there  is  not  the  most 
remote  probability  that  we  can  obtain 
from  ttreal-Britain  better  terms  than  those 
on  which  she  otlercd  to  adjust  the  disputes 
between  us  before  we  commenced  the  war, 
a  state  of  things  distinctly  pointed  out  by 
many  of  the  oi>po8ers  of  the  war,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  that  admirable  address  issued 
two  years  ago,  at  a  general  convention  of 
the  friends  of  peace,  then  assembled  in 
this  city.  But  it  has  been  the  fate  of  the 
best  friends  of  our  country,  that  their  an¬ 
ticipations  of  evil,  like  those  of  Cassan¬ 
dra,  have  been  unhap|)ily  disregarded. 
The  ills  with  which  we  arc  threatened  in 
future,  are  of  a  degree  still  more  alarming 
than  those  which  we  have  alreatly  suffer¬ 
ed.  Hitherto  our  foe  has  been  fully  em¬ 
ployed  in  Europe.  Now,  without  an  ally 
in  the  universe,  and  which  renders  our  si¬ 
tuation  intinitely  more  disastrous  than  it 
was  even  in  the  revolutionary  war,  when 
we  had  the  co-operation  of  France,  Spain 
and  Holland,  we  have  to  contend  single- 
handed  against  the  whole  force  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  eminre,  with  the  whole  world  in  ami¬ 
ty,  and  the  most  close  alliance  of  every 
nation  in  Europe,  a  disposable  force  of 
more  than  out-  thousand  ships  of  war,  and 
above  two  hundred  thousand  disciplined 
veterans  who  have  vaniiuished  the  best 
appointed  armies  ever  brought  into  the 
held.  In  this  situation,  though  as  Chris¬ 
tians  we  ought  to  be  thankful  for  the  dis- 
peusatious  of  God,  which  have  brought  re¬ 


lief  to  the  suffering  nations  of  Europe,  yet 
as  Americans  it  behoves  as  to  rejoice  with 
tremlding.  To  me  it  appArs,  that  our 
bleeding  country,  likb  a  way-faring  and 
benighted  traveller, who  allured  by  the  de¬ 
lusive  gleam  of  the  ignis  fatuus,  has  been 
brought  through  many  windings  and  devi¬ 
ous  paths  to  the  edge  of  a  frightful  preci¬ 
pice,  is  on  the  brink  of  destruction — and 
it  is  a  mortifying  evidence  of  the  dreadful 
maimer  in  which  the  destiny  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  has  been  linked  with  that  of 
the  wretch  whose  overthrow  has  emanci¬ 
pated  tile  nations  of  Eurojie,  that  prudence 
and  patriotism  restrains  in  some  degree 
the  inclination  which  we  should  other¬ 
wise  have  felt,  in  Joining  in' the  general 
rejoicing  at  his  downfall.  His  downfall  has 
rendered  his  adversaries,  as  to  human  aji- 
pearances,  all  powerful ;  and  although  we 
may  have  hopes  from  their  inaguanimUy, 
yet  we  must  at  present  suspend  our  opi¬ 
nions,  not  knowing  what  may  befall  us. 
'I'hat  sublime  orator  and  profound  deline¬ 
ator  of  human  alVairs,  the  late  Right  Ilo- 
nou.-able  Edmund  Burke,  says,  “  I  will 
not  rejoice  to  liear,  that  men  can  do  what 
[  they  please,  unless  I  know'  what  it  pleases 
them  to  do” — a  sentiment  which  must  ne- 
[  ccssarily  affect  our  present  feelings,  in 
contemplating  the  state  of  Europe,  iu  con¬ 
trast  with  that  of  our  own  country.  It  is 
evident  that  we  are  reduced  to  a  crisis 
which  must  inevitalily  terminate  in  one 
or  the  other  of  tliese  three  distinct  events ; 
either  first,  that  we  shall  be  compelled  by 
an  overwhelming  force,  through  hard  ne¬ 
cessity,  to  accept  such  a  peace  as.may  be 
dictated  by  the  enemy,  on  disadvantage¬ 
ous  or  dishonojiralile  terms ;  or  secondly, 
that  refusing  to  accept  such  a  peace,  we 
shall  be  forced  to  wage  a  war  of  defence, 
highly  sanguinary,  fearfully  doubtful  in  its 
issue,  and  jeopardi'zing  to  our  very  nation¬ 
al  existence ;  or  lastly,  that  we  shall  ob¬ 
tain  a  peace  on  reasonable  terms,  conced¬ 
ed  by  the  generous  magnanimity  of  the 
country  against  which  our  government  has 
declared  war,  but  which  we  cannot,  with 
the  least  reason,  hope  will  be  on  more  fa¬ 
vourable  ground  than  that  which  could 
have  been  obtained  before  the  war  was 
commenced. 

The  first  of  these  events,  every  patriot 
would  deplore,  and  resist  at  the  risk  of 
every  thing  dear.  The  second  would  in¬ 
volve  the  most  distressing  scenes  of  car¬ 
nage  and  ruin,  and  the  last,  which  al¬ 
though  the  least  grievous,  if  it  should  oc- 
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cur,  ^vou1d  be  buAfii1iatin«;  io  the  nation,  and  palri<U{sm,  continue  to  support  them,  i( 
and  utterly  disgraceful  to  our  rulers.  will  he  acting  with  the  insanity  of  a  man 
To  tins  awful  situation  have  we  lieen  who,  discovering  that  he  has  Iteen  mntle 
reduced  tiy  the  folly  or  wickedness'  of  sick  by  the  poisonous  drugs  of  a  quack, 
those  who  have  been  fur  years  gulling  the  because  resignation  to  providential  dis¬ 
people  by  prophesying  tAmga,  and  pensations  is  a  duty,  should  continue  to 

vaunting  high  sounding  pretensions  to  cherish  the  impostor  and  take  his  vitiated 
])uhlic  confnlence— by  men,  who  <lestn>y-  medicines. 

ed  the  public  interests,  by  infusing  into  These  demagogues  have  for  years  con* 
the  minds  of  the  people,  the  most  invete*  verted  clamorous  and  unfounded  charges 
rate  prejudices  against  the  best  patriots  of  against  our  real  patriots,  as  a<lherenl8  of 
America,  the  companions  of  the  illustri-  (treat-Hritain,  alleged  to  entertain  serious 
ous  Washington,  and  the  witnesses  and  views  against  our  interests  and  our  lilier- 
co-partners  of  his  perils  and  his  glory.  By  '  ties,  into  the  instrument  by  which  they  ac* 
that  party,  many  of  the  leaders  whereof,  quire  ill-gotten  power.  Now  I  think  that 
instead  of  skulking  into  corners  to  hide  if  Great-Britain  really  indulge  such  de- 
themselves  from  the  view  of  a  justly  in-  signs  against  the  United  States,  that  her 
,dignant  nation,  which  by  their  abomina-  adherents  among  us  (if  any  such  there  he) 
ble  intrigues  they  have  brought  to  the |  would  act  the  wisest  part  in  contributing 
brink  of  ruin,  are  still  this  da}',  w ith, every  possible  exertion  to prrerN/ a c/mnge 
matchless  eOVontery,  endeavouring  to  call  tn  the  jrrcsatt  adminislraiion,  which  is  a|t- 
the  public  attention  from  a  review  of;  proximating,  with  the  most  awful  ra|ndity 
their  own  mal-administration,  by  reiterat-  to  a  crisis  which  must  be  devotedly  wish¬ 
ing  the  most  stale  and  often  refuted  char-jed  by  any  nation  really  seeking  our  de- 
ges  against  the  disciples  of  W'^ashington,,structiun.  “  The  ruin  or  pi‘U8|)erity  of  a 
of  British  attachments,  toryism,  and  hos-' state  (says  the  celebratetl  author  of  Jiini- 
tility  to  the  liberties  and  indepenilence  of  us'  letters)  de|iends  so  much  u|)on  the 
their  country  ;  as  if  it  were  probable,  that  administration  of  its  government,  that  to 
the  survivors  of  those  who  achieved  our  be  ac(|uainled  with  the  merit  of  a  minis- 
deliverance  from  tlie  British  yoke,  after  try,  we  need  only  observe  the  condition 
having  grown  grey  in  the  service  of  their  of  the  people.  If  we  sec  them  ol>edient 
country,and  when  about  descending  tomin-  to  the  laws,  prosperous  in  their  industry, 
gle  with  the  cold  and  silent  clods  of  the  val-  united  at  home  and  respected  abroad,  we 
ley,  and  to  render  a  solemn  account  to  the  may  reasonably  presume  that  their  affairs 
righteous  judge  of  the  universe,  would  are  conducted  by  men  of  experience,  abb 
close  the  last  acts  of  the  political  drama,  lities  and  virtue.  If,  on  the  contrary,  we 
by  l>etrnying  that  dear  country,  so  often  see  an  universal  spirit  of  distrust  and  rlis- 
savv  d  by  the  instrumentality  of  their  virtue  satisfaction,  a  rayid  decay  of  trade,  dissen- 
and  valour,  and  as  if  the  sons  of  their  co-  tions  in  all  parts  of  the  em|)ire,  and  a  to- 
patriots,  on  whom  the  grave  has  already  tal  loss  of  respect  in  the  eyes  of  foreign 
closed,  were  unworthy  of  their  sires.  imwers,  we  may  pronounce,  without  hesi- 
The  creatmes  of  the  party,  who  have  tation,  that  the  government  of  that  coun- 
brought  this  unparalelled  distress  upon  us,  try  is  weak,  distracted  and  corrupt.  The 
are  now  calling  us  to  nnrnn,and  alluding  to  multitude  in  all  countries  are  patient  to 
theilaysof  1 77G,  appeal  to  our  patriotism!  a  certain  point.  Ill  usage  may  rouse 
And  are  these  the  men  who  talk  of  patri-  their  indignation  and  hurry  them  into  ex- 
OTisM?  Of  UNION  !  It  is  true  we  ought  to  cesses,  but  the  original  fault  is  in  govern- 
exercise  liolh  the  one  and  the  other,  as  meiit.  Perhaps  there  never  was  an  in- 
really  necessary  for  the  salvation  of  our  stance  of  a  change  in  the  circiimstancea 
afflicierl  country;  but  the  best  proof  which  and  temper  of  a  whole  nation  so  sudden 
the  people  can  give  of  their  patriotism,  and  extraordinary  as  that  which  the  mis- 
is  to  have  the  greates.t  UNION  in  exercisine  conduct  of  ministers  has  within  a  few 
their  suffrages  to  displace  those  who  havt  years  produced.  After  a  rapid  siicces- 
wantonly  brought  the  greatest  calamities  sion  of  changes,  we  are  reilured  to  that 
•n  the  nation.  But  the  patriotism  and  the  state  which  hardly  any  change  can  mend, 
union,  acconling  with  the  views  of  these  Yet  there  is  no  extremity  of  ilistress 
men.  is  the  support  of  themselves  and  a  which  of  itself  ought  to  reduce  a  great 
co-operation  in  their  ruinous  schemes:  and  nation  to  despair.  It  is  not  the  disorder 
if  the  people,  under  the  necessity  of  union  but  the  physician.  It  is  not  a  casual 
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(Hurenee  of  calamitous  circumstances ;  it 
is  the  pernicious  hand  of  government 
which  can  alone  make  a  whole  people 
de8|>erate.  Without  much  political  saga¬ 
city,  or  any  extraordinary  depth  of  obser¬ 
vation,  we  need  only  mark  how  the  prin¬ 
cipal  departments  of  the  state  are  bestow- 
•d,  and  look  no  farther  for  the  true  cause 
of  every  mischief  that  befalls  us.”  This 
melancholy  picture,  though  intended  to 
portray  a  corrupt  ministry  of  another  na¬ 
tion,  and  of  former  times,  is  unha|i|>ily  too 
exactly  ap|>licahle  to  the  state  of  our  own 
country.  But  I  am  perfectly  aware  that 
all  this  may  be  answered  with  calum¬ 
ny  and  abuse,  and  perhaps  some  worth¬ 
less  tlnnas'O'pie,  who  has  been  for  years, 
fsUlcnin^  on  the  spoils  of  the  public, 
exhil)itiiig  the  infallilile  mark  of  that  low, 
vicious  teinjier  which,  cherishing  base 
motives  of  action,  attributes  them  to 
others,  will  repeat  the  charge  so  often  fa¬ 
bricated  and  circulated  against  the  real 
followers  of  Washington  and  friends  of 
peace,  and  lustily  exclaim  with  sneering 
taunts,  “  we  do  not  regard  what  - t/ou  say. 
You  arc  seekim'  the  loaves  and  fishes  of 
office."  If  one  of  the  unworthiest  among 
my  political  friends  may  be  permitted  to 
speak  in  the  name  of  the  whole,  1  would 
repel  the  charge  with  indignant  decision. 
I  would  say  of  it :  We  are  acquittetl  by 
the  voice  of  our  conscience  and  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  our  conduct.  Had  wc  been  thus 
unworthily  influenced,  we  had  not  for 
noM fourteen  years  stru"^led  against  popu¬ 
lar  delusion.  1  would  tell  our  accusers 
that  we  were  as  sharp  sighted  to  discern 
the  infatuation  which  for  years  has  clearly 
pointed  to  the  sources  of  wealth  and  (low¬ 
er,  as  any  of  that  numerous  family  consti- 
tulinir  the  great  household  of  the  vicar  of 
Bray.  |  would  tell  them,  that  we  could 
not  lie  insensiiile  of  the  rew'ards  which 
they  have  been  continually  lavishing  on 
those  a|K)states  who  are  deserters  from 
oiir  (irinciples,  and  that  had  Ae  really 
sought  the  emoluments  of  (lolitical  life, 
we  with  these,  many  of  whom  are  now 
th.ir  most  active  partisans,  would  have 
seasonably  altered  our  course  to  swim 
down  the  current  of  the  prevailing  tide, 
before  an  exhausted  treasury  and  ruined 
tountry  had  so  effectually  destroyed  the 
prosiiect  of  their  having  any  loaves  ami 
I  fskrn  to  bestow !  I  would  say  to  them, 
I  the  sons  of  W ashington  are  not  ambitious 
I  ^  pulilic  emjiloyments.  Restore  to  us 
;  the  days  of  peace  and  prosiierity  for 


which  ogr  beloved  country  is  groaning, 
and  by  which  it  was  so  signjilly  distin- 
guisheti  when  the  administration  was  in 
our  hands,  and  we,  cheerfully  rejoicing  in 
the  shades  of  retirement  and  the  sweets  of 
domestic  life,  will  never  envy  the  resfion- 
sible  and  care-corroding  possessors  of 
public  olhce. 

Had  1  the  magnificent  and  flowing  elo¬ 
quence  of  Mansfield  and  Cicero,  or  the 
sulilimity  of  Burke;  did  1  possess  the  ir¬ 
resistible  im|tetuosity  of  Chatham,  Peri¬ 
cles  and  Uemosthenes;  could  I  lift  up  my 
voice  like  a  trum[>et,  and  with  a  sound 
like  the  roaring  of  Niagara  or  iEtna, 
were  (lermitted  to  utter  the  seven  thun¬ 
ders  of  Heaven,  I  would  speak  with  a 
voice  which  would  shake  every  dwelling 
throughout  my  native  land.  I  would  warn 
my  deluded  fellow  citizens  from  listening 
any  longer  to  the  syren  songs  of  those 
who  have  so  long  deceived  them.  I 
would  exclaim  to  every  man,  “  In  the  day 
of  adversity,  consider  ;  verily  there  is  but 
a  step  between  thee  and  death  t”  Our  ru¬ 
lers  must  be  changed,  or  wc  are  a  people  un¬ 
done.  'i'heir  whole  administration  has 
shown  them  to  be  equally  unfit  fur  peace 
or  w’ar.  If  (leace  should  be  unexpected¬ 
ly  restored,  we  have  no  security  in  their 
prudence  or  virtue,  that  it  will  not  pass 
away  like  the  transient  dew’  of  the  morn¬ 
ing;  and  if  oliliged  to  continue  the  war 
under  their  auspices,  it  must  be  a  miracle  of 
divine  mercy  which  will  preserve  us  from 
s'lbjugation  to  a  foreign  yoke.  A  serious 
question  here  arises  :  Is  there  then  no 
hope  ?  “  Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead  ?  Is 
no  physician  there  T'  I  answer,  there  is. 
If  we  humble  ourselves  under  the  mighty 
hand  of  God,  we  shall  be  exalted  in  due 
time.  In  as[iiritual  sense,  we  are  verily 
guilty  before  the  sight  of  him  whose  all- 
seeing  eye  pervades  the  secret  recesses 
of  the  heart,  and  who  hath  declared  that- 
righteousness  exaiteth  a  nation,  and  that 
sin  is  the  reproach  of  any  people.  Let 
each  in  his  pro|)er  sphere  be  diligent  in 
promoting  the  works  of  repentance  and 
reformation,  and  there  may  be  hope  that 
the  Lord  will  mercifully  avert  the  impen- ' 
ding’judgments.  Thus  in  our  exertions 
in  the  cause  of  our  country,  we  may  ex- 
(lect  the  blessings  of  him  who  proclaims 
(hat  “  the  Lonl  is  with  yon  while  ye  lie 
with  him,  and  if  ye  seek  him  he  will  be 
found  of  you ;  but  if  ye  forsake  him,  he 
will  forsake  yon.”  In  •humble  de()end- 
ence  on  the  divine  blessing,  we  may 
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resort  to  those  means  dictated  by  human 
prudence,  and  praise  be  unto  our  all  iKiwerlul 
creator,  who  in  his  adorable  mercy  has  yet 
s|>arcd  to  us  some,  who  like  Nestor  and  Epa- 
minundas,  stand  ready  to  consnl  and  defend. 

1  am  not  sensible  that  I  have  been  using 
great  plainness  of  .s[>eecii.  Eor  the  adoption 
of  it  1  have  no  apology  to  offer,  except  that  1 
think  it  no  time  to  dissemble,  and  that  the 
a.'^pect  of  public  affairs  imperatively  requires 
it  at  our  hands.  To  such  us  knowing  my  ha¬ 
bits  of  friendship  in  private  life,  and  indeed 
my  lanids  of  connection  w  ith  some  who  are  at¬ 
tached  to  the  administration  which  I  have 
been  sketching,  may  think  it  extraordinary 
That  1  have  publicly  indulged  in  this  style  of 
language,  1  can  only  to  say,  “  I’lato  is  great, 
but  Irutli  is  greater,”  ••  justiliajiat  ccclum 
ruut.  Being  attached  to  them  by  the  amia¬ 
ble  virtues  of  their  private  lives,  it  would 
distress  my  soul  to  wound  their  feelings.  If 
the  friendship  of  a  man  beginning  to  decline 
into  the  vale  of  life,  who  constrained  by  duty 
thus  sjicuks  boldly  concerning  men  and  mciv- 
sures  v.hicli  may  be  dear  to  tbeiu,  should  still 
be  con.sidercd  of  any  value,  they  shall  not  lo.'C 
it  ;  but  if  compliance  with  the  dictates  of 
couscienco  should  unhappily  deprive  me  of 
theirs,  it  is  a  sacriiic.e  to  which  though  with 
greater  reluctance,  1  am  bound  to  submit. 

And  now  my  most  lespeclod  colleagues 
cf  this  convention,  I  bid  yoii  an  aflbetiouate 
larcwell.  I  have  ilischarged  (at  your  re¬ 
quest)  and  in  a  state  of  health  not  very  firm, 
what  appeared  to  me  a  solemn  duty,  and  I 
tnist  1  have  done  it  with  all  that  sincerity 
becoming  one  who  is  sensible  that  be  must 
give  an  account  to  the  Judge  of  the  quick 
and  the  dead.  It  is  very  improbable  tiiat  all 
of  us  here  assembled,  will  ever  meet  again 
until  summoned  before  bis  tremendous  bar. 
The  peculiar  and  awful  circumstances  of  the 
times,  impress  me  with  an  unusual  conviction 
of  the  uncertainty  of  human  life  and  immaii 
prospects.  Whether  the  friends  of  peace 
will  ever  be  permitted  to  assemble  on  another 
anniversary  of  our  independence,  is  known 
only  to  him  in  whose  almighty  hand  arc  the 
issues  of  life  and  death,  the  destinies  of  na¬ 
tions  and  the  hearts  of  all  men.  To  the 
word  of  bis  grace  I  commit  you,  with  the 
sacred  cause  in  which  we  are  convened,  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  will  be  well  with  the  righteous, 
come  what  will,  and  that  from  a  lung  and 
perfect  knowledge  of  your  services  and  suf¬ 
ferings  in  the  public  cause,  I  may  without  ar¬ 
rogance  say,  that 
“  Ilcavcii  and  earth  can  witness 
If  our  country  fall,  that  we  are  innocent” 

Oh !  my  children,  were  you  born  to  be  slaves  ? 
Oh  !  luy  country,  art  thou  (delivered  over  to 
strong  delusions,  joined  to  thine  idols  and  left 
of  lliy  (Jod)  ill  Judgment  for  our  manifold  sins, 
ilestiiicd  to  pass  under  a  foreign  yoke  ?  If  so, 
t  be  righteous  will  of  liiin  who  cannot  err  bo 
d'luu  :  but 


“  May  1  lie  cold  before  that  dreadful  day, 
Pressed  with  a  load  of  monuiiieiitaj  clay  ; 
'I'hesc  eyes  be  clos’d  in  everlasting  sleep, 

And  neither  hear  thee  sigh  nor  see  tlice  weep.” 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  MORGAN, 
Fort  Erie,  August  5lh,  1814. 

Sir — Having  been  slulioneil  wilh  the 
1st  buttalion  of  tlie  1  st  regiment  of  rifle¬ 
men  at  Black  Rock,  on  (he  eveuuig  of  the 
2(1  instant,  1  observed  the  British  army 
moving  np  (he  river  on  the  up|)osi(e 
sliore,  and  suspected  they  might  make  a 
feint  on  Fort  Erie,  with  an  intention  of  a 
real  attaek  on  the  Biiflalo  side.  1  imme¬ 
diately  moved  and  took  a  position  on  the 
up[ier  side  of  Coiijoela  Creek,  and  that 
night  threw  ii|»  a  battery  of  some  log.s, 
which  1  found  on  the  ground,  and  Jiad  llie 
bridge  torn  away. 

About  two  o’clock  tlie  next  morning, 
my  |ii(iiKts  from  licdovv  gave  me  inlbrina- 
lioii  cf  (lie  landing  of  nine  boats  full  of 
troops,  half  a  mile  below.  I  immediately 
got  my  men  (240  in  niimtier)  to  their 
iluarlers,  and  patiently  waited  their  aji- 
pro  ich.  At  a  quarter  past  four  they  ad- 
vaiiceil  upon  us,  and  conimtnccd  tl'.e  at¬ 
tack;  sending  a  parly  before  to  repair  the 
hriilge,  ii.-.der  the  cover  of  their  lire.  When 
tliey  liad  got  at  good  rifle  distance,  I 
opened  a  heavy  fire  on  tlieni,  w  liich  laid  a 
number  of  them  on  the  ground,  and  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  retire.  They  then  formed 
in  the  skirt  of  the  wood,  and  kept  up  the 
figlit  at  long  shot,  continually  reinforcing 
from  the  Canada  shore,  until  they  had 
twenty-three  boat  loads,  and  then  at¬ 
tempted  to  flank  us,  by  sending  a  large 
body  u|i  the  creek  to  ford  it,  when  1  de¬ 
tached  Lieutenants  Ryan,  Smith,  and 
Armstrong,  wilh  about  sixty  men,  to  op¬ 
pose  their  left  wing,  where  they  were  again 
repulsed  with  considerable  loss ;  after 
which  they  appeared  disposed  tr  give  up 
their  otyect,  and  retreated  by  throwing 
six  boat  loads  of  truop.s  on  Squaw  Island, 
which  enfiladed  tlie  creek  and  prevented 
me  from  harassing  their  rear.  'J'iieir  su¬ 
perior  numbers  enuliled  them  to  lake  tJieir 
killed  and  wounded  off  the  field,  which 
we  plainly  saw,  and  oliserved  tliey  suf¬ 
fered  severely.  We  found  some  ofllu  ir 
dead  thrown  into  the  river,  and  covered 
with  logs  and  stones,  and  some  on  the 
field.  We  also  collected  a  niiinberof  mus- 
kels  and  accoutrements,  w  ith  clotb.iiig  that 
appeared  to  have  been  torn  lu  bind  (heir 
wounds.  We  took  six  prisoners,  wiio 
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the  British  oppcsfif  to  us,  to  con¬ 
sist  of  I'ruin  12  to  liiUO  iiit-u,  coinniaiided 
by  Licuteiiuut  Colonel  Tucker,  of  the 
4l8t  regiment.  They  also  state  that  their 
objtct  was  to  reca|iture  General  Kiall, 
with  the  other  British  prisoners,  and  de¬ 
stroy  the  public  stores  deposited  at  Buf¬ 
falo.  The  action  continued  about  two 
hours  and  a  half.  1  atn  happy  to  state 
they  were  completely  foiled  in  llieir  at- 
tein|its.  Our  loss  b  trilling  compared  with 
theirs ;  we  had  two  killed  and  eight 
wounded,  i  am  sorry  to  inform  you  thdt 
Captain  Hamilton,  Lieutenants  Wads¬ 
worth  and  AHiutosh  are  among  the  latter. 
Their  gallantry  in  exposing  themselves  to 
encourage  their  men,  1  think,  entitles 
them  to  the  notice  of  tlieir  country.  My 
whole  command  behaved  in  a  manner 
that  merited  my  warmest  approbation ; 
and,  in  Justice  to  them,  1  cuimot  avoid 
mentioning  the  names  of  the  officers, 
wiiich  are  as  follows  :  Captain  Hamilton, 
Lieutenants  VV'^adsworth,  Uyan>  Calhoun, 
McIntosh,  Arnold,  Shortridge,  iWFarland, 
Tipton,  Armstrong,  Smith,  Colihs,  David¬ 
son  and  Austin,  with  Ensign  Page. 

If,  sir,  you  Iielieve  we  have  done  our 
duty,  w  e  shall  feel  highly  gratified. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully  your  otiedient  ser¬ 
vant.  J.  MORGAN, 

Major  Ist  rifle  regt. 
Major  Ctcn.  Brmvn.  , 

Rrcamtulalicn  of  oar  kiUal  xnd  rvoimd  d. 

Wounded — 1  captain — 2  subalterns —  j 
5  rank  ami  file.  Killed — 2  rank  and  file. 
Total  10.  ! 

BATTLE  OF  NIAG  ARA  FALLS. 
Copy  of  a  letter  j'rom  Briradi  r  General 
Brown  to  the  secretary  at  war. 

Sir — Confined  as  I  was,  and  have  been, 
sinru  the  last  eugagement  with  the  enemy,  I 
fear  that  the  aeeuiiiit  I  am  about  to  give,  may 
be  less  fall  and  satisfaetory,  than  under  other 
circumstanecs  it  might  have  been  made.  I 
particularly  fear,  that  the  conduct  of  the  gal¬ 
lant  men  it  was  my  good  fnrlime  to  lead,  will 
not  be  noticed  in  a  way  due  to  their  tame, 
and  the  honour  of  our  country. 

You  are  already  apprized  that  the  army 
bad  on  t.ie  2.5th  ult,  taken  a  position  at  Chip- 
^'wa.  About  noon  of  that  day.  Colonel 
Swift,  who  was  at  Lcwistowii,  advised  me  by 
eipress,  that  the  enemy  appeared  in  conside¬ 
rable  force  at  Queenstown,  and  on  its  heights : 
that  lour  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  had  arrived 
fluiing  the  preceding  night,  and  were  then 
h  ing  near  Fort  Niagara,  and  that  a  numtier 
<»1'  boats  were  in  view,  moviag  up  the  streight 
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Within  a  few  minutes  after  this  intelligence 
liad  l)t;i’n  received,  1  wa.-.  turlhcr  luloniied  by 
Captain  L'cmi.ot,  of  the  quaiter  master's  de- 
parlmeiit,  that  tlic  enemy  was  lauding  at 
Lcw  istuvvn,  and  that  our  baggage  aTid  Schlos- 
ser,  and  on  their  way  Uiittier,  were  in  danger 
of  immediate  capture.  It  is  proper  here  to 
mentiun,  that  having  received  advices  as  late 
a.s  tiic  2Utb  from  General  Gaines  that  our  fleet 
was  then  in  port,  and  the  commodore  sick,  wo 
ceased  to  look  i'or  co-operation  from  that 
quarter,  and  determined  to  disencumber  our- 
selves  with  baggage,  and  marct.  directly  fer 
iiurlingtou  Heights.  To  mash  this  intention, 
and  to  draw  from  bchlusser  a  small  supply  of 
provisions,  1  fell  baeii  upon  Chippewa.  As 
this  airaugemcnt,  under  the  increased  ibree 
of  the  enemy,  left  much  at  hazard  on  our  own 
side  of  tlie  iagara,  and  as  it  apiieared  by  tiie 
before  stated  intormatioii.  that  the  enemy 
was  about  to  avail  himself  of  it,  I  conceived 
that  the  must  efleetiial  method  of  lecalliiig 
him  from  tins  object,  was  to  put  myself  in 
motion  towards  Queeusiuwn.  General  bcott, 
with  the  lirst  brigade,  Toivsoii’s  artillery, 
and  all  ttic  dragoons  and  mounted  men,  were 
accordingly  put  in  march  on  tlic  road  leading 
thitber,  with  ordci-s  to  report  if  the  enemy 
appeared,  and  to  call  fur  assisiaiiec,  if  that 

was  necessary. - On  the  geiicral’s  arrival 

at  the  falls,  he  learned  tiiat  he  was  iii  turce 
directly  in  front — a  narrow  piece  of  woods 
aiuue  iiitorceptmg  his  view  of  them.  Wait¬ 
ing  uuly  to  give  this  information,  he  advanced 
u|iuu  lliem.  By  the  time  .Assistant  Adjutant 
General  lones,  had  delivered  his  message, 
the  action  began,  and  before  tlie  remaining 
part  uf  the  division  had  cro-sed  the  Chippewa, 
It  liad  become  close  and  general  between  the 
advanced  corpst  Though  General  Ripley 
witii  me  2d  Brigade,  .waj.  Hiudmaii  with  the 
corps  of  artillery,  aud  General  Forter  at  tue 
head  of  his  command,  had  respectively  press¬ 
ed  ibrward  with  ardour,  it  was  not  less  than 
an  hour  before  they  were  brought  to  sustain 
General  bcott,  during  which  time  bis  com¬ 
mand  most  skilfully  and  gallantly  maintained 
the  conflict.  Upon  my  arrival  1  found  that 
the  general  had  passed  the  wood  and  engaged 
the  enemy  on  the  Queenstown  road  aud  on 
the  ground  to  the  left  of  it,  with  the  9th,  1 1tb, 
and  22d  Regiments  aud  Tovvsou’s  artillery. 
Thu  Jblh  had  been  thrown  to  the  right  to  be 
governed  by  circumstances.  Apprehending 
that  these  corps  were  much  exhausted,  and 
knowing  that  they  had  suffered  severely,  1  de- 
termiued  to  interpose  a  new  line  with  the 
advancing  troops,  and  thus  disengage  General 
Meolt  and  hold  his  brigade  in  reserve.  Or¬ 
ders  were  accordingly  given  to  General  Rip- 
Icy.  The  enemy’s  artillery  at  this  moment 
occupied  a  hid  which  gave  him  great  advan¬ 
tages,  and  was  the  key  of  the  whole  position. 
It  was  supported  by  a  line  of  infantry.  To 
secure  the  victoiy,  it  was  necessary  to  carry 
j  this  artillci’y  and  seize  the  height.  This  duty 
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Iras  assigned  to  ColiMiel  Miller,  irliiie,  to  fa- 
Tour  its  execnliou,  the  1st  regiment  umler 
the  cntiiinaiul  of  Colonel  N  ieliolas,  tvas  direct* 
e«l  to  menace  and  amuse  the  inliutlrv.  To 
ii>r  great  iiiortiticalioii  tiiis  regiment  alter  a 
diseliarge  or  tuo,  gave  w»y  and  retreated 
some  distance  betore  it  could  be  rallied,  though 
It  Is  believed  the  uHicers  of  the  regimcuit  ex¬ 
erted  tliemselves  to  shorten  this  distance. 
In  the  mean  time,  Coloiici  Miller,  uithiMit 
regard  to  tliis  occurrence,  advanced  steadily 
aud  gallantly  to  his  object  and  carried  tlic 
height,  and  tiic  cannon,  licncral  liiploy 
breught  up  the  23d  (which  had  also  lanltercd) 
to  his  support  and  the  enemy  disappeared  be- 
hire  them.  The  1st  regiment  ivas  now 
brought  into  line  on  the  let't  ol'  the  21st,  aud 
the  delarlimciits  ol'  the  17th  and  Ibtli,  lien- 
•ral  Porter  occupying,  with  liis  coiiiiiiand,  the 
extreme  lett.  .4boul  the  time  Colonel  .Hiller 
carried  the  enemy’s  cannon.  The  i.'ith  re¬ 
giment  uivler  .Major  Jessup,  was  engaged  in  a 
more  obstinate  condict  with  ail  lliat  remained 
in  dispute  with  us  the  field  of  battle.  Tlie ' 
Major,  as  has  been  ah'eady  stated,  had  Ireeii 
ordered  by  Geireral  Scott,  at  the  coininonce- 
nteiit  of  the  aetioii,  to  take  ground  to  liis 
right.  He  had  succeeded  in  turning  tlie  ene¬ 
my’s  left  dank — liad  raptured  (by  a  dolaeh- 
meut  nnd  .;r  Captain  ketchum)  General  lliall 
ami  siiinlry  other  olfiecrs,  and  showed  bim- 
velf  again  to  his  own  army,  in  a  blase  of  fire, 
which  dideated  or  destroyed  a  very  sii|»er«)r 
fwce  of  the  enemy.  He  was  ordci-ed  to  form 
•n  the  right  of  tlie  2d  regim'-nt.  'I'lii;  enemy 
rallying  his  forces,  and  as  is  believed,  having 
reinforcements,  now  attempted  to  drive  us 
(him  oiir  position,  and  regain  his  artillery. 
i)ur  line  was  iinsiiakeii,  and  the  enemy  repul¬ 
sed.  Two  other  attempts  having  the  saiui; 
object,  had  the  same  issue.  General  Scott 
was  again  engaged  in  re|)clliiig  the  tbrmer  of 
these  ;  ami  the  last  1  saw  of  him  on  the  fi«-ld 
of  battle,  he  was  near  the  head  of  the  column, 
and  giving  to  its  march  a  direction  that  would 
hare  pla'-ed  him  on  the  eneiiiy’s  right.  It 
it  as  with  great  pleasure  i  saw  the  good  order 
and  intrepidity  of  General  Porter’s  volunteer’s 
K'om  the  imimeiit  of  their  arrival,  but  during 
the  last  charge  of  the  enemy,  those  qualities 
were  conspicuous.  iStiiniilated  by  the  exam¬ 
ples  set  them  by  their  gallant  leader,  by  .Major 
M'ood  of  tiie  Penusylvatiia  corps,  by  Colonel 
Dobbin  of  New-Vork,  and  by  their  olficers  ge¬ 
nerally,  they  precipitated  themselves  upon 
the  enemy’s  line,  and  made  all  the  prisoners 
which  were  taken  at  tlris  point  of  tlie  action. 

Having  been  lor  some  time  wounded,  and 
being  a  good  deal  exhausted  by  loss  of  blood, 
it  ber'ame  my  wish  to  devolve  the  command 
on  General  Scott,  and  retire  from  the  field ; 
blit  on  inquiry,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  learn, 
that  he  was  disabled  by  wounds  ;  I  tliei'efore 
kept  my  post,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  see 
the  enemy's  last  cflbrt  repulsed.  1  now  eon- 
agned  the  couMnaud  to  General  Ripley. 


4Vliile  retiring  fmm  the  field,  f  saw  and 
felt  that  the  victory  was  complete  on  oiir 
part,  if  pniper  measures  were  promptly  adopt¬ 
ed  to  scci.re  it.  The  exhiiustioii  of  the  men, 
was,  however,  such  as  made  some  refresh- 
moiit  necessary.  They  particularly  required 
ivater.  1  was  myself  extremely  sensible  of 
the  want  of  this  necessary  article.  1  there¬ 
fore  Indievcd  it  prosier  that  Gencial  Hipicy 
and  tile  troops  slioiild  rctniii  to  camp,  after 
bringing  otf  tlic  dead,  the  wounded,  and  the 
artillery  ;  and  in  this  1  saw  no  dilliciilty,  as 
the  enemy  had  entirely  ceased  to  act.  With¬ 
in  an  hour  after  my  arrival  in  camp,  I  was  in¬ 
formed  tliat  General  Hi|>tcy  retnriied  without 
aiiiiovaiice .  and  in  good  order.  I  now  sent 
for  him  ami  alter  giving  him  my  reasons  for 
the  measures  1  was  about  to  adopt,  ordered 
him  to  put  the  troops  in  the  best  possible 
condition;  to  give  to  them  the  necessary  re- 
I'reshuicnt ;  to  take  with  him  the  piquets  and 
camp  guards,  ami  every  otiier  description  of 
force ;  to  'put  himself  on  the  field  of  battle 
as  the  day  dawiiid,  and  there  to  meet  and 
beat  tile  ctieiiiy  if  he  again  appeared.  I'o 
the  Older  he  made  mi  objection,  and  I  relied 
on  its  execution.  It  was  not  executed.  1 
feci  most  sen>ibly  how  inadequate  are  my 
imwers  in  s|M^akingof  the  troops,  to  do  justice 
either  to  their  merits  or  to  iiiy  own  sense  of 
them.  Under  abler  direction,  they  might 
liavc  done  more  and  Indtcr. 

From  the  preceding  detail,  you  have  now 
erifieiiec  of  the  distinguished  gallantry  of 
Generals  Scott  and  Porter,  of  Colonel  .Miller 
ami  Major  Jessup. 

Of  the  1st  brigade,  the  oilier,  with  his  Aid- 
de-Caiiip  Worth,  liis  Urigade  Major  Smith, 
and  every  cominaiider  of  battalion,  ivere 
wounded. 

I'he  2d  brigade  sn fibred  less;  but  as  a 
brigade,  their  condiiet  entitles  thcni  to  tlK 
applause  of  their  coiintry.  After  the  enemy’s 
St  u>ng  [Hisition  had  been  carried  by  the 
and  tlie  deiachmciits  of  the  17th  and  10th, 
the  Island  23<l  assumed  a  new  characters 
They  could  not  again  be  shaken  or  dismayed. 
.Major  .M'Farlaiid  of  the  latter  fell  nobly  at 
the  bead  of  his  battalion. 

Under  the  eominaud  of  General  Porter, 
the  militia  vokiiiteers  of  Peiiiisylvania  and 
New- York  stood  undismayed  amidst  the  hot¬ 
test  tire,  iuid  repulsed  the  veterans  opposed 
to  them.  The  Canadian  Vohmteers  com¬ 
manded  by  Colonel  Wilson,  are  rejiorlcd  by 
Geiier  J  Porter  as  having  merited  aud  receiv¬ 
ed  his  approbation. 

The  corps  of  artillery  eommanded  by  Ma¬ 
jor  Hindman  behaved  with  its  usual  gallantry. 
Captain  Towson’s  company,  attached  to  the 
1st  brigade,  was  the  first  and  last  engager!, 
ami  during  the  whole  cuiillict  maintained  that 
liigli  character  which  they  liad  previously 
won  liy  tlieir  skill  and  their  valour.  Captains 
Biddle  ami  Ritchie  were  lioth  woiindrHl  early 
in  the  action,  but  refused  to  quit  the  field- 
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The  fiitler  decUrcd  that  he  never  would 
leave  hix  piece ;  and,  true  to  liis  engagement, 
Ml  by  its  side,  <-overed  with  wounds. 

,  The  staff  ol'  the  army  had  its  peculiar  me¬ 
rit  and  distinction.  Colonel  Gardner,  adju¬ 
tant  general,  though  ill,  was  on  horseback 
and  did  all  in  his  power ;  his  assistant,  .Ma¬ 
jor  Jones,  was  very  active  and  useful.  My 
gallant  aids-de-camp,  Austin  and  Spencer, 
had  many  critical  duties  to  [rerform,  in  the 
discharge  of  which  the  latUT  fell.  I  shall 
ever  think  of  this  young  man  with  pride  and 
regret;  regret  that  his  career  has  been  so 
short ;  pride,  that  it  has  be(‘ii  so  noble  and 
distinguished.  The  engineers.  Majors  M‘Rce 
and  M‘o<mI,  were  greatly  distinguished  on  this 
day,  and  their  high  military  talents  exerted 
with  great  eflect — they  were  much  under  my 
eye  and  near  iny  person,  and  to  their  assist¬ 
ance  a  great  deal  is  fairly  to  be  ascribed.  I 
most  earnestly  recommend  them,  as  worthy 
of  the  highest  tnist  and  confidence.  The  staff 
of  Generals  Itiplcy  and  Porter  discovered 
great  leeal  and  attention  to  duty.  Lieutenant 
E.  B.  Randolph  of  the  liOlli  regiment  is  enti¬ 
led  to  notice,  his  courage  was  conspicuous. 

I  enclose  a  return  of  our  loss;  those  noted 
I  as  missing,  may  generally  l>c  numbered  with 
the  dead.  The  cneiny  had  but  little  opjKir- 
tuuity  of  making  prisoners. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c.  &c. 

J.VCOB  BROWN. 
Hov.  John'Ar.mstronu. 

Report  of  the  killed,  n-nvnded  and  missing  of  the 
Dicisinn  iif  Ike  Army  commanded  by 
Major  General  Brmrn,  in  the  action  qf  the 
itflernnon  and  mtckl  of'  the  iiUh  July,  18  M, 
at  the  Falls  of  Niagara. 

Adjutant  General's  Office,  Fort  Erie,  } 
mh  July,  1814.  i 

General  Sfqffi—yvoiiiided,  1  niajor  general, 

1  aid-dc-cam|t. 

Light  Dragoons — killed,  1  corporal — wound¬ 
ed,  2  privates. 

Artillery — killesi,  1  captain,  t  corporal,  8 
privates — wounded,  1  captain,  2  subalterns, 
1  seigeaiit,  2  cnr|M>rals,  1  musician,  28  pri¬ 
vates — missing.  1  private. 

First,  or  Brig.  Gen.  Scott's  Briga:le. 
Brigade  Staff— wounded,  1  brigadier  gene¬ 
ral,  1  aid  de  camn,  1  brigade  major. 

8th  Iiilantry — ^Villed,  1  'captain,  2  snhal- 
tenis,  1  sergeant,  1  corporal,  1 1  privates — 
wounded,  1  major,  1  cpiarter  master,  1  pay¬ 
master,  1  captain,  h  subalterns,  7  .sergeants, 
5  corporals,  89  pri>-..tes — missing,  1  subaltern, 
1  sergeant  major,  2  sergeants,  1 1  privates. 

Util  Infantry — killed,  1  captain, 2  sergeants, 
4  corporals,  21  privates— wounded,  1  major,  1 
captain,  5  siihalterns,  1  sergeant  major,  1 
chief  musician,  7  sergeants,  3  corporals,  1  mu¬ 
sician,  82  privates — missing,  1  subaltern,  2 
privates. 

22d  Infantry— killed,  2  sergeants,  1  corporal, 
23  privates— wounded,  1  colenel,  2  captains. 


4  subalterns,  9  sergeants,  11  corporals,  1  musi¬ 
cian,  63  privates— missing,  3  subaltenu,  18 
privates. 

2.'ith  Infantry — killed,  1  captain^  1  subal¬ 
tern,-  26  privates — wounded,  1  adjutant,  1 
quarter  master,  1  subalteni,  6  sergeants,  6  cor¬ 
porals,  50  privates — missing,  1  sergeant,  2  cor¬ 
porals,  19  privates. 

Second,  nr  Brig.  Gen.  Ripley's  Brigade. 

1st  Infantry — killed,  11  privates — wounded, 

2  subalterns,  13  privates — missing  1  corpo¬ 
ral,  1  private. 

21st  Infantry — killed,  1  subaltern,  2  ser¬ 
geants,  1  corporal,  II  privates— wounded,  I 
captain,  5  subalterns,  1  sergeant,  63  pri¬ 
vates — missing,  19  privates. 

23d  Infantry — killed,  1  major,  2  sergeants, 

7  privates — wounded,  1  captain,  6  subaltcrBs, 

1  sergeant,  1  corporal,  4.3  privates —  missing, 

3  sergeants,  2  corporals,  22  privates. 

Brig.  Gen.  Porter's  command. 

Briga<Ie  Staff — 1  hrtga«ic  major  missing. 

Canadian  Voluutcers — killed,  1  private — 
wounded,  2  privates — missing,  8  privates. 

I’eiinsylvania  Volunteers — killed,  1  af^it- 
t.*!!)!,  1  sergeant,  9  privates — wounded,  1  ma¬ 
jor,  1  quarter  master,  1  subaltern,  21  privates 
— missing,  1  ca|)tain. 

New-Vork  Volunteers — killed,  1  captain,  1 
corporal,  2  privates — wounded,  1  liciit.  col.  1 
subaltern,  2  sergeants,  1  coiqraral,  9  privates — 
missing,  1  subaltern. 

Grand  Total. 

Killed,  1  major,  1  adjutant,  5  captains  4 
subalterns,  10  sergeants,  10  corpoials  140  pii- 
vates.  Total  Itl. 

Wounduti,  1  major  general,  1  brig  general, 

2  ai<I.s-de-caiiip,  1  brigade  major,  1  colonel,  4 
majors,  1  adjutant,  3xpiarter  masters,  1  pay¬ 
master,  7  captains,  32  subalterns,  I  sergeant 
major,  1  eliief  musician,  34  sergeants,  29  cor- 
|)orals.  4  musicians,  419  privates.  Total  .'572. 

•Missing,  1  brigade  major.  1  captain,  6  sub¬ 
alterns-,  1  sergeant  major,  8  sergeants,  5  eurpu- 
rals,  95  privates — Total  117. 

C.  K.  GARDNER,  Aij.  Gen. 

Inspector  GeneraVs  Office^  I 

I/eadAiuarters,  Lrjl  Division.  J 

Fort  Erie,  Atro.  I,  181I.  < 

Return  of  the  prisoners  of  the  enemy  take* 
in  the  action  of  the  Drith  ult.  fought  at  the 
Niagara  Falls,  between  the  left  division  ol' the 
United  States  army  commanded  by  Major 
General  Bi-own,  and  the  English  forces  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.  General  Drummond. 

Prisoners — T  Major  General  ;  1  Aid-de- 
Cainp;  1  Chptaiii  and  two  snhattcriis  of  the 
103  regiment ;  1  Captain.  86th  regiment ;  I 
Captain,  provincial  dragoons  ;  2  Captains  and 
2  subalterns  of  incorporated  militia;  1  Cap¬ 
tain  of  militia  ;  1  Lieutenant  of  royal  engi¬ 
neers  ;  S  subalterns  of  royal  Scotts  ;  1  sub¬ 
altern,  Glciigary  Corps;  Quarter  Ma.ster  of 
8th  or  King's  segimciit ;  Quarter  Master  of 
1  41st  regiment ;  and  150  rank  and  file. 
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Recapttu]iUion—\  Major  Grnnral,  1  Vid  to 
Lieut.  General  Dniminond,  6  Captains,  11 
subalterns,  IJO  rank  and  file. 

Total  1C9. 

Major  General  Rial],  severely  wounded  in 
Uie  arm. 

AZ.  ORXE,  Assis’t  Inspector  Gen. 

Major  General  Bronn. 

BO.VAPARTE’S  VOYAGE  TO  ELBA. 

Letter  from  Captaim  Usher. 

His  Majesty's  ship  f  'ndaunted,  Frejus. 

1  need  not  tell  yon  with  what  humble  gra¬ 
titude,  I  thank  Goo,  that  this  long  and  sangui¬ 
nary  war  has  at  length  terminated  with  sn 
much'  honour  to  our  country.  The  sacrifices 
that  have  been  made  by  us  for  the  good  of 
mankind,  are  unexampled  in  historj-.  It  has 
fallen  to  my  extraordinary  lot  to  be  the  jailer 
of  the  instrument  of  the  misery  that  Europe 
has  so  long  endured,  and  you  will  believe  me, 
when  I  say.  that  far  from  allowing  him  to 
think,  that  I  bear  in  mind  any  animosity  to- 
wirds  him,  from  a  rerollection  of  what  my 
country  suffered,  I  endeavour  by  my  attention 
to  quiet  his  uneasy  mind.  It  appears  to  me 
like  a  dream,  when  I  look  back  18  months 
.and  sec  all  Euro|)e  prostrate  at  his  feet,  and 
lie  now  my  prismier.  It  is  a  glorious  finish 
to  my  services,  .and  leaves  mo  nothing  more 
to  wish  for.  As  Count  Klam,  aid-de-camp  to 
Prince  Schwartzcnbiirg.  will  set  off  immedi¬ 
ately  for  Paris,  and  takes  charge  of  my  letter. 

I  have  only  time  to  tell  you.  that  on  the  4th 
of  April,  the  white  flag  was  displayed  at  Mar¬ 
seilles  by  the  iniiabtants.  Anxious  to  shake 
hands  with  my  fbrm'T  enemies,  but  now  my 
friends,  i  pushed  into  the  anchorage  before 
the  town,  but  not  without  some  opposition 
from  the  military — a  battery  having  opened 
its  tire  and  struck  us.  This  apticared  to  me 
such  an  act  of  treachery,  that  I  opened  my 
broadside,  and  in  10  minutes  silenced  the  fire, 
i  now  saw  the  inhabitants  assembling  on  the 
ramparts,  waving  white  handkerchiefs.  This 
determined  me  at  all  hazards  to  enter — soon 
after  the  mayor  nml  the  municipality  came 
off.  forced  by  the  people  to  a()ologize  for  the 
act  of  hostility — and  until  they  were  assured 
that  I  was  satisfied  with  the  apology,  the  town 
was  in  a  state  of  insurrection.  I  immediate¬ 
ly  went  on  shore  with  Captain  Xapier,  of  the 
Euryalis,  under  my  orders,  and  we  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  upwards  of  .5(),(KK)  people,  who  li¬ 
terally  carrieil  us  to  the  town  hall,  when  a 
speech  was  made  by  one  of  the  municipality, 
after  v/hich  we  were  carried  to  the  governor's, 
and  with  him  and  all  the  authorities,  went  to 
hear  T«  Deum  channted — alter  which  we 
IV  mt  in  procession  round  the  town,  amidst 
shouts  of  the  loudest  joy  and  entliusi.asm 
tSuch  a  mixture  of  mad  joy  and  melancholy 
was  never  before  witnessed.  I  assure  you  I 
sa  V  thousanils  of  wojjien  with  their  hands 
clasped,  extended  to  Heaven,  bewailing  Um 


loss  of  husbauds,  brothers,  sons,  but  parlakiug 
of  the  general  joy  of  deliverance  from  a  tyr- 
rany  that  cannot  be  conceived,  much  loss 
described.  When  we  returned  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor's,  the  mob  assembled  round  the  house 
— he  requested  we  would  drive  o!it  in  his 
carriage,  to  satisfy  curiosity,  which  we  did, 
and  arrived  at  a  part  of  the  magnificent  city, 
where  none  but  royalty  arc  allovved  to  enter 
in  a  carriage.  The  mob  tore  down  the  iron 
rails,  and  wo  drove  in.  Our  carriage  was  th'fl 
stopped,  and  ladies  came  forward  iK'gging  to 
be  permitted  to  shake  hands  ;  we  were  soon 
almost  sufliicated  with  kisses.  We  then  made 
a  speech,  which  ♦vas  cheered  by  the  loudest 
huzzas  from  immense  crowdsot  people. 

At  church,  at  concert,  the  opera,  all  places 
were  alike,  yon  could  hear  nothing  but,  vivt 
les  Anghis,  vivc  Lonis  di.v  huit.  When  I 
entered  the  opera,  in  the  evening,  they 
huzzaed  for  half  an  hour.  I  harrangued  them 
and  called  nut.  everlasting  peace  and  friend¬ 
ship  to  our  brothers  the  French — they  called 
my  ide.Ts  suhlimc,  and  cheered  me  with  tlis 
loudest  acclamations.  What  a  nation  !  Now 
for  Najwleon.  On  the  2.'>th,  Colonel  Camp¬ 
bell  drove  into  Marseilles,  being  commissioned 
by  Ix)rd  Casticreagh  to  attend  Napoleon — he 
said  he  came  by  the  express  wish  of  .Napoleon 
himself,  to  request  1  would  go  round  to  St. 
Tropez,  where  it  was  intendeil  he  should 
embark,  as  he  did  not  consider  himself  safe 
on  board  a  French  frigate,  which  had  been 
ordered  by  the  French  government  to  convey 
him  to  Elba.  Next  day  I  arrived  at  Tropez, 
but  found  that  he  had  altered  his  route,  and 
was  at  Frejus — (it  was  at  Frejus  he  landed  on 
his  return  from  Egypt.i  At  one  o.clock  I  ar¬ 
rived.  and  was  intro<luccd  to  the  Russian 
commissioner.  Count  Shouvalolf,  the  Austriaa 
General  Koeller,  Prussian  Count  Tnixos,  En¬ 
glish  Colonel  Campbell, and  Count  Klam.  !^n 
after  my  arrival.  Count  Bertrand,  grand  mar¬ 
shal,  informed  me  that  it  was  the  emperor's 
wish  to  sec  me.  (ho  is  still  acknowledged  em¬ 
peror  and  sovereign  of  the  island  of  Elba.) 
When  I  was  presented,  he  said  ho  was  once 
a  great  enemy  to  England,  but  now  he  was  as 
sincere  a  friend — he  said  sve  were  a  great  and 
generous  nation.  He  asked  mo  about  the 
wind,  weather,  distance  to  Elba,  and  other 
nautical  questions ;  be  then  bowed  aud  re¬ 
tired. 

lie  was  very  dignified ;  still  the  emperor. 

I  received  his  command  to  dine  with  him— 
there  were  at  table,  the  Russian,  Austrian, 
Prussian,  and  English  commissioners,  and  the 
grand  marshal — the  conversation  was  most  in¬ 
teresting — he  laughed  when  I  asked  him  if  he 
<lid  not  issue  his  .Milan  decree  for  the  pur|K)« 
of  forcing  .\merica  to  quarrel  with  us — this 
he  did  not  deny — he  said,  all  his  plans  trere 
on  an  immense  scale,  and  wouhl  have  been 
finished  in  four  or  five  years.  I  have  not  ti.iie 
to  give  tfi”  whole  ofthis  interesting  conversa- 
tiou.  That  night  we  embarked  all  his  uuiae- 
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cou=;  baggarp.  In  the  morning  be  sent  for  me 
— he  asked  how  the  wind  was,  and  said  that 
he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  embark  at  eight 
in  the  evening.  At  7  o'clock,  an  immense 
mob  formed  r.)und  his  hotel — he  sent  for  me, 
and  I  remained  half  an  hour  alone  with  him. 
His  sword  was  on  the  table,  and  he  appeared 
veiy  thunghtfni.  There  was  a  very  great 
noise  in  the  street.  I  said  to  him,  the  French 
mob  arc  the  worst  I  have  seen —  he  answered 
they  are  a  fickle  people.  He  appeared  in 
deep  thought  ;  but  recovering  himself,  rung 
the  bell,  and  ordering  the  grand  marshal  to  be 
sent  for,  he  asked  if  all  was  ready — being  an¬ 
swered  in  the  affirmative,  he  turned  to  me 
and  said,  in  his  usual  quick  way,  allomt.  The 
stairs  were  lined  at  each  side  with  ladies  and 
gentlemen — l:e  stopped  a  moment  and  said 
sometliiiig  to  the  ladies  which  I  could  not 
hear.  He  walked  to  his  carriase,  and  called 
for  me,  (not  a  safe  hirth) — he  then  called  the 
Austrian  commissioners  and  the  grand  mar¬ 
shal.  I  Sat  opposite  to  him  in  the  carriage, 
and  we  drove  off.  My  boats  were  about  two 
miles  from  the  town.  We  were  aerompanied 
by  an  Hungarian  regiment  of  cavalry.  It  was 
a  delightful  moonlight  night— the  country  wc 
passed  through  a  paradise.  When  the  car¬ 
riage  stop[ied,  the  bugle  sounded,  and  the  re¬ 
giment  was  drawn  up.  An  interesting  scene 
now  opened.  Bugles  sounding,  drums  Imat- 
ing,  horses  neighing,  and  people  of  every  de¬ 
scription  in  Europe  witnessing  the  embarka¬ 
tion  of  this  man,  who  had  caused  so  much 
misery  to  them  all.  I  informed  bun  that  the 
boat  was  ready,  and  we  walked  together  to 
where  it  was.  He  was  handed  into  the  boat  I 
by  a  nephew  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  who  is  my 
fourth  lieutenant — rather  an  odd  roincidenec. 
Lieut.  Smith  had  been  confined  in  prison  for 
seven  or  eight  years — I  introduced  him  ;  the 
emperor  seemed  to  feel  bis  conscience  prick 
him — he  only  said,  “  nephew,  to  Sir  Sidney 
Smith !  I  met  him  in  Egypt.”  When  we 
went  on  board  be  walked  round  the  ship,  my 
fmoplc  crowded  about  him.  and  for  the  first 
time  in  bis  life  he  felt  confidence  in  a  mob. 
His  spirits  seemed  to  revive,  and  be  told  me 
next  morning  that  lie  had  never  slept  better — 

I  nett  day  lie  asked  me  a  thousand  questions, 
j  and  seemed  quite  initiated  in  all  naiitiral  niat- 
*  ters.  At  breakfast  and  dinner  there  was  a 
peat  deal  of  conversation — he  spoke  of  the 
Scheldt  expedition.  I  asked  him  if  he  thought 
we  should  have  succeeded !— ho  said,  ••  never,” 
»nd  turning  a  little  towards  the  Austrian  com¬ 
missioner,  he  said.  “  1  wrote  from  Vienna 
that  the  exjieditlon  was  intended  against  Ant- 
l  werp.”  He  »ld  me  that  his  motive  in  an- 
It  ncxing  Holland  to  Franco,  was  for  a  naval 
n  purpose,  and  that  he  thought  the  Ziiyder  Zee 
'£  pirticularly  well  ada|ited  for  exercising  his 
I  mnscripts.  One  morning  he  asked  me  to 
h  /o  a  neutral  brig  that  was  passing.  I 
|]  said,  l.iughing  heartily,  I  was  astonished  bis 
£  majesty  would  give  such  an  order,  as  it  was 


contrary  to  his  syslctn  to  demlinnaiae — he 
turned  round  and  gave  me  a  pretty  hard  rap, 
saying,  “  ah  capitaine  !”  When  we  were  sail¬ 
ing  by  the  Alps,  be  leaned  on  my  arm  for 
aboiit  halfan  boor,  looking  earnest^'  at  them. 
I  told  him  he  once  passed  them  with  better 
fortune.  He  laughed,  and  liked  the  compli¬ 
ment. 

He  told  me  that  lie  had  been  only  once 
wounded,  and  in  the  kiice  by  an  English  ser¬ 
geant.  He  looks  uncommonly  well  and  young, 
lie  is  changed  much  for  the  better,  being  now 
very  stout.  He  showed  me  a  portrait  of  the 
king  of  Rome,  who  is  very  like  his  father. 
He  likewise  showed  me  one  of  the  empress, 
which  is  rather  pretty.  We  had  a  smart  gale 
when  off  Corsica.  He  asked  me  to  anchor  oQ" 
Aj.icc.io,  the  place  of  his  birth,  Imt  the  wiod 
changing  made  it  impossible.  In  the  gale,  I 
told  him  I  had  more  confidence  than  Csesar’s 
pilot ;  the  compliment  pleased  him. 

I  returned  to  Frejiis  to  embark  the  Princess 
Borghese,  his  sister,  who  goes  on  a  visit  to 
Elba.  He  dresses  very  plain  wearing  a  green 
coat,  with  the  decoration  of  the  legion  of  lio- 
iioiir.  The  portrait  of  him  with  the  cocked 
lial  and  folded  arms,  is  the  strongest  likeness 
I  have  seen. 

(Signed)  R.  USHER. 

DUTCH  CONSTITUTION. 

Continued  from  page  232. 

“  For  these  causes,  and  in  concert  with 
the  states  general,  we  have  seen  fit  and 
ordained,  and  we  do  by  these  presents  see 
fit  and  decree,  &c.  [here  the  law  is  in¬ 
serted.] 

“  Given,”  «fcc. 

43.  The  sovereign  prince  decides  all 
differences  which  sliall  happen  between 
two  or  more  provinces,  wlien  they  cannot 
settle  tUein  amicably. 

49.  'Phe  sovereign  prince  grants  par¬ 
dons,  amnesties  and  remissions  of  penal¬ 
ties,  after  having  taken  the  advice  of  the 
high  court  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
Low  Countries. 

50.  Besides  the  rases  in  which  the 
right  of  dispensation  is  granted  to  him  by 
law,  the  sovereign  prince,  in  particular 
cases  which  w  ill  not  admit  of  delay,  remits 
the  law,  if  the  states  genemi  are  not  as¬ 
sembled,  after  having  taken  the  advice  of 
the  high  court  of  th^  United  Provinces  of 
the  Low  Countries,  and  he  gives  an  ac¬ 
count  of  it  to  the  said  states,  as  soon  as  they 
are  assembled. 

51.  In  the  cases  specified  in  articles  8, 
10,  II,  and  24,  the  states  gencr.al  are  con¬ 
voked  in  ilouhle  num!>er,  cfinformably  to 
the  provision  to  that  effect  in  Chap.  JX. 
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CHAP.  II. 

OF  THE  STATES  6ENERAL. 

52.  The  states  general  re|>resent  the 
'Whole  people  of  the  United  Provinces. 

53.  The  people  of  the  United  Provinces 
of  the  Low  Countries,  consist  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  nine  following  provinces, 
which  compose  together  the  actual  terri¬ 
tory  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low 
Countries  in  Euro|)e,  viz.  Crufldtrland, 
HoUantl,  Zealand,  IJirrciU,  h'riczUmd,  Over- 
jfssel,  Groninsum,Bral)anl  and  Drontinan. 

54.  QuelderUutd,  Holland,  Zealand,  Ut¬ 
recht,  Friexland,  Overjfssel,  Gronins:u(n, 
Brabant  and  Dronthiem  preserve  their  an¬ 
cient  bounitaries,  except  the  following  al¬ 
terations:  Culemburg  and  Uiiren  are  united 
to  Guelderland — Vianen,  A meiden  Leer- 
dam,  Langerak  and  Somelsdyk  to  Hol¬ 
land — Ysselslein,  Henschop,  Noord|iol8- 
brock,  and  Juarsveld,  to  Utrecht — Ame- 
land  and  bchiermonnikoog  to  Friezland ; 
nnd  Wcdde  and  Westwoldingerland  to 
Oroninguen.  Bralmnt  consists  provi¬ 
sionally  of  the  districts  and  towns  former¬ 
ly  known  under  the  name  of  the  “  Coun¬ 
try  of  the  Genorality,”*  and  of  such  other 
suL'se<]uently  acquired,  as  have  been  uni- 
te<l  to  it. 

55.  The  law  determines  the  final  limits 
between  the  provinces,  as  well  as  to 
vvhichofthcm  shall  he  united  such  other 
districts  or  place's,  which  have  not  form¬ 
erly  lielonged  to  any  of  tliem,  but  which 
havelteen  lately  acquired,  and  places,  the 
juriseliction  of  which  has  been  divided, 
or  in  controversy  between  different  pro¬ 
vinces. 

•  56.  'I'he  assemlily  of  states  general 

consists  of  55  members.  These  members 
are  chosen  by  the  state  of  the  provinces 
above  named,  in  the  following  proftortion  : 


From  Guelderland,  -  -  0 

Holland,  -  -  -  22 

Zealand,  ...  3 

Utrecht,  ...  3 

Friezland,  •  •  -5 

Overyssell,  ...  4 

Groninguen,  .  .  4 

Brabant,  -  -  -  7 

Dronthiem,  -  -  1 


57.  These  members  hold  their  seats 
for  three  years.  A  third  part  go  out,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  table  to  regulate  them.  The 
first  third  go  out  on  the  Ist  of  November, 
1817.  The  memt)er8  who  go  out  are  im¬ 
mediately  re-eligible. 

*  A  tern  applied  in  France  to  revenue  disn 
tricte. 


58.  It  is  reserved  for  the  sovereign  prince 
to  propose  hereafter  a  law,  which  secures  lo 
tlie  nobles  or  equestrian  body  of  each  province, 
a  certain  profiortional  uiiniber  of  seats  in  the 
states  general,  and  which  shall  be  at  least  a 
fourth  part  of  the  whole  numbers  composing 
that  assembly. 

59.  They  only  are  eligible  for  members  of 

the  assembly  of  the  states  general,  wlm  are 
native  bom,  are  over  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
and  have  their  domicil  in  the  province  fur 
which  they  are  elected,  and  they  cannot  be  re- 
lated  to  one  another  but  at  the  third  degree  of 
consanguinity  or  affinity.  . 

60.  The  members  of  the  states  general  can-  | 

not  be  at  the  same  time  members  of  any  tri-  t 
bunal,  or  chamlier  of  accounts,  nor  be  invest-  ! 
ed  with  any  appointment  which  is  accounts-  i 
hie  to  ti  e  state.  Every  member  of  the  pro-  E 
vincial  states,  ceases  to  be  so,  from  the  time  I 
that  he  is  called  to  the  states  general.  No 
military  man,  in  the  land  or  naval  service,  un¬ 
der  the  grade  of  superior  officer,  can  sit  in  i- 
the  assembly  of  the  states  general.  Every 
other  functionary,  without  any  exception,  is 
eligible.  1 

61.  The  title  of  the  assembly  of  the  states  ! 

general  is  “  noble  fnistant  tords."  Tlie  [ 
niembers  of  tlie  assembly  enjoy  an  annual  j 
salary  of  2500  florins.  i 

62.  The  members  of  the  states  general  vote  1 
individually,  and  without  receiving  the  order 

of  instruction  of  the  assendtiy  which  appoints 
them.  On  entering  upon  their  duty,  they 
take  the  following  oath,  alter  tlie  Ibrm  of  the  i 
worship  which  the)  profess — “  1  swear  [or 
promise]  to  observe  and  support  the  funda¬ 
mental  law  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  r 
Countries ;  to  labour  with  all  my  power  Ibr  [ 
the  advancement  of  the  independence  of  the 
state,  Uie  lilicrty  and  happiness  of  its  inhabi-  i 
tants,  without  consulting  any  interest  (pro-  |i 
vincial  or  other)  but  the  general  interest,  j 
So  help  me  God.”  j 

They  are  admitted  to  this  oath  after  ha-  I 
ving  first  taken  the  following  :  1 

“  I  swear  [or  declare]  that  for  being  cImscb 
a  member  of  the  assembly  of  states  general,  I  I 
have  neither  promiseri  nor  given,  nor  will  pro-  f 
mise  or  give,  directly  or  indirectly,  under  an)  [ 
name  or  pretext  whatsoever,  any  gilts  or  pre¬ 
sents  to  any  person  in  office  or  nut.  I  swear 
[or  promise]  to  conform  exactly  to  the  tenor  j 
of  the  bill  decreed  on  the  lOth  of  December  ; 
1715,  by  the  states  general  against  the  givin{  E 
or  accepting  of  gifts,  presents  and  unlawlul  ‘ 
treats.  So  help  me  God.”  ^ 

63.  These  oaths  are  administered  by  the  ; 

sovereign  prince  in  the  council  of  state,  or,  ia  |' 
his  absence,  by  the  council,  who  administer  i; 
them  in  his  name.  Notice  of  the  taking  of  , 
this  oath  is  given  to  the  assembly  of  the  states  | 
general  by  the  sovereign  prince,  or  in  his  namei  f 
after  which  formality  the  newly  elected  mem-  1 
ber  takes  his  seat.  I 

ITo  be  continued.]  | 


